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Introduction
and Acknowledgements

T'D mark the occasion of the Bicentennial Annbversary of the
foundation of 5t Chads Church, South Hill, a lifelong parishioner
Mr_J. C. Cowburn has undenaken the task of compiling a histony nod
onby of the Church isell. but also of the Parsh and its surrounding areas, going
back in time ower several centuries.

The preparation of this history has necessitated a great deal of research
by Mr. Cowburmn o whom we are greatly indebted. To assist him in his
wark, | am aware thai he has been generowsly provided with information.
nodes, cuttings and photographs by many people, and | would like 1o
mention in paricular Mr. J. Lord of Shaw Hill Whittdlele-Weoods, who
supplied a location map, and also H M. Becords Offices. and the
Lancashire County Libraries, who were able 1o supply very valuable
inilorration

1 would like 1o place on record, on behall of the Bicentennial Committes,
our appreciation firsily to the wrilter, lor underaking the propect, o
Mrs. Mary Hodgson, a parishioner, for the illustration for the front cover,
and then to evergone who has in any way contributed 10 this work

I sincerely hope that ihe parshioners of 50 Chad’s will feel that the elfors
in producing this histony will prove to have been well worthwhile

1. T. SHEHRIRG TN
Uhywenn. Mo eefeenial iemealies

sz, 1930
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CHAPTER |
The Early Days - The First Priest

HE earliest priest one can find 1o have served this district was a

priest with a Saxon name. He was Father Ughfried and he is mentboned

as being stationed at Brindbe in 1123, He travelled around saying Mass
and attending to the religious needs of the people. The places where Mass was
sasd were called stations, and the first station to be mentioned in Heapey was
i thae pear 1533,

There is, however, strong evidence to prove that this church existed long
before this date. The Victona Histony of Lancashire states that in 1276
Wheelton was part of the huge estates of the Abbey at Whalley and ihe
Sherburmes of Stonwhurst. Sir Thomas Cuetton, from whom Wheelton
derives (s name, was the chiel lenani and made provision for the priess
wisiting the area. He provided a chapel, and as Heapey then came under the
Wheelion district, it is sale to assume that the church mentioned in 1533 is the
SAME A,

In the year 1539, three years after the first act of the dissclution of the
monasteres by King Henmy VI the lands belonging 1o Whalley Abbey were
confiscated and sold 1o Sir Richard Hoghton, Ten years later, during the reign
of Edward VL the church an Heapey was confiscated for being wsed for
‘superstitious practices’, The saying of Holy Mass, displaying statues, and
ather religiows articles, came under this heading. Not many people wanted 1o
buy the bullding when it was put up for sale, for fear of being classed as
sympathisers, and it was eventually sold for one pound fve shillings and eighi-
pence



CHAFTER I
Brindle and Whittle-le-Woods

HEMN Willkam the Morman conguered England. Brindle formed

part of the Parish of Levland, At s subsequent period, priorio Henry

VI, it was made into a separate or independent parish. Mat
far from where the Manor House of Brindle stood, now known as Denham
Hall, there is a spring of water, The well-known histordan aof these times,
D, Kuerden, says in his notes “f rushes siradght upwards inte the midsd of a
Jayre fountain, walled square aboul in stone and flegged in the bottom, very
transparend fo be seen, and @ strong stream issuing out of the same”,

This spring was, and is known as 54, Helen's Well, where again according to
Dir. Kuerden “The Cathalics of this district assembled to celebrate Mass”, The
faithful came from Brindle and Whittle-le-Woods, An inferesting custiom used
tooccur on St Helen's Day at the well, The Catholics would assemble there for
Mass, and afterwvards ihrow pins into the well as a symbal of “pinning their
Faith’ in the Catholic Chusch, This expression of course ks In common use to
this day.

In 1228 a genileman named Edmund Fitton paid 2d. a year rent to the Abbay
of Whalley for an ox-gang of land. (An ox-gang is a measure of land as much as
an oxen can plough in a year). He had alsa to provide for priests visiting this
area. It was arownd about this Bme that the Monks from Stanlaw Abbey sei up
a House at Brinscall a1 a place called Munshull, now known as Monks Hill

CHAFTER I
The Reformation

URIMNG the reign of Henmy VI the lands belonging to ihe Abbey at
Whalley were confiscated: later the Catholic Churches were

confiscated, and Catholic priests had 1o Fulfil their calling in secrecy
When Elizabeth | becarme Queen of England, and later when James | became
King, the persecution had reached its intensity. Jesuit priests travelled the area
celebrating Holy Mass a1 places which were called stations. Cbwiously news
had to be passed around where Mass was nest to be said, One of the methods
used was bo Lay the week's washing on the hedges outside the house where
Mass was 1o be sabd.

One of the priests who ravelled this ares was the great martyr 5t Edmund
Arrensarmnith. Many places are associated vith him. and it was on one of his
visits o this district that he was 1aken prisoner, He was capiured on Brindbe
Mesa, whilst on his way to visit friends living at Wicken Hall, Withnell in 1628
He was taken 1o Lancaster Castle for trial before Justice Yelvenon on the
charge of “being a Romish priest”. He was hung, drawn and quartered af
Lancasier in 1628 at Lancadter Castle

Whaelton and Withnell Cathobics were closely related and both used 1o attend
the Church at Heapey, which | have mentioned before, so it would seem
obvious that during his many visits te his fhends, this great Martye would
attend to the needs of the prople of South HiL

The people from South Hill, Heapey, Brinscall, Withnell, up to ihe opening of
the present 51, Chad's Church, used to bury iheir dead in Brindle churchward
Croases were erected by the wavside where the burial party would rest on thedr
way bo Brindle, Pravers were sald and somelimes Mass would be celebrated,
Une such cross was erected in a place then called Cophildhurst, now called
Higher Copthurst. Mo frace can be found of the cross but i is lkely 1o have
beren destroved or altered during the time of Cromaell, Weeping stones were
abo placed by the road side, On these, the coffing were placed whikt the
bearers rested. One such stong can still be seen on the right hand side of the
rovad about 150 yards from Lower Copthurst Bridge on the road to Brindle, On
this stone is & karge cross, and round the side some inscriptions can be seen,
but nod deciphered. Another sione was also by the side of Black Lion Brow,
bt dhuring the recanstruction of the road the stone was removed and all trace
of it was lost, However, two Holy water fonts were rescued from oblivion by
Father Mickson and placed at the front of 5t Chad's Preskideny. Removed
again biy thieves since.



In 1349, during the reign of Henry 111, the great plague swept across England
killipg one and a half million people. Common graves were dug and mass
burials took place to cope with the great number of dead. This area must have
suffered greatly, Just after World War Il such a common grave was unearthed
in Brindle churchward. According to a reliable witness, approximately fifry
bodies were lald side by side forming a wall of bones three or four feet high.
The bones were taken up and re-burbed around the graveyard wall

There is an interesting itlem concerning Edmund Campéon, now 5. Edmund,
In 1581 during his visit to Lancashire, Father Campéon said Mass at Eastertide
in Denham Hall, The residents then at the Hall were the Burgess Family who
previously had resided at Towneley hall, Bumnley, where Mr. Burgess was
badliff to the Townelos, Mr. Burgess made the famousMartyrs” Altar”. The
family moved to Denham Hall when it became too dangetous to stay al
Tenmebey Hall where Mass was said regulary. In 1611 the Burgess Family
miowird 1o Waood End Farm in Clayton-le-Woods taking the altar with them
Two martyrs used the altar there, Father Edmund Arrowsmith and Father
John Woodcock Thomas Burgess was instrumental in the building of
St. Bede's Church by purchasing the land in 1794 on which 5t Bede's was
eveniually built in 1524, There was a chapel on the land in 1794 in a
private house,

CHAFTER IV
St. Helen's Well and Brindle Mission

W HEN the Catholic churches were confiscated during the
‘Heformation’, ather places of worship had 1o be found for the
faithful Catholics. Mass was said in many secret places, and one
such place was 5t Helen's Well,

Irs thee il 171k cendury there resided at Denharm Hall, Brindle, s family by the
name of Gerrard, They were wealthy people and they obtained property at
Haighton which eventually became known as Haighton House, When their
propeny became ioo heavily taxed to retain, the Brindle Gerrards moved to
1. Helen's Well, where they provided a place for Mass 1o be said, A& Jesuit
priesi by the name of John Penheth or Birkedt was at that time, c. 169% and in
subsequent years, the mission priest, The Gerrards retained their faith and the
nama: s still well-known in this district.

Fr. Birkett or Penketh 5.0 can almaost be called the father of the present South-
Hill parish. He was born inte an ancient Catholie family of Penketh’s who
acquired considerable estates at Acton and Bridge in Trafford, After studying
al 5t Omer's College he was eventually ordained priest at the English College
im Rome in the year 1656, In 1666 he was sent on the English méssion to his
native country, the county of Lancashire, After many years greatl work he wiss
arrested by a Justice of the Peace who had received many favours from
Fr. Birkett. According to the report of the amest, Fr, Birkelt was jpumeying toa
remode village, Wheelton, where his ministrations were desired, He was
detained at the house of the Justice of the Peace, and ultimately sent fo the
Lancasier Castle, where he was tried at the Spring Assizes under the
indictrment, 'for having taken Haly Ovdiers in foreign pans and retumming 1o this
couniny against the statute of 27 Elzabeth’. He was offered his freedom I he
would rencunce his faith and priesthood, This he refused to do, and
consequently was condemned 1o dieath. Throwgh the influence of friends his
execution was postponed. There is somse confusion as 1o where this grizat
priest died. Some chroniclers sate that he died in 1701, whilsa siill ar ihe
rvissbon at 51 Helen's Well, and cthers say he died in captivity at Lancaster
Castle. This latter would seem the maore likely, because in the Castle burial
register & this record

1680, 25th Dec. Mr. Birket, a prisoner
Oine thing about which the chroniclers agree i ihat Fr. Birkeit died a wealihy
man, having come from a wealthy family.
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While in gaol at Lancaster, Fr. Birkett wrote many letiers, One dated February
I67E says among other things, and | use the ariginal writings:

“My trustie for the houses and grounds was James Gerrard, Llare
of Wheelton. (died 1728} deceased. Nowe the power remeing in
his executors, viz. Birgett his wyfe, pong William Boerdman of
Winell ja prodestant) and John Whiltle of Wheelton, cathalig.
Home fewe od things os bed, chests, books. efc., are inpenioried
and inclosed with the leases ete, in a box committed to the
cugtodie of Robert Shephard (of Seflon) or John Whirtle of
Wheelton, "

The letter goes on and linkshes:

"My bast el end festament - and Lo remember my poor soule.
This is my owne voluntarie act [ have herewnto put my hand the
diry and yeare abouve wrillen. John Birkett”

Fr. Birkett also lefi approximatehy four hundred pounds, a princely sum in
thome divys, for the improvemaents of the mission at Se. Helen's Well, It is
intevesting to ook throwgh the lists of Recusants of this and later perods,
names of people who no doubt have descendants living in the present Parish
of 51 Chad's. Recusants were classed as “Papists’ and “Fanaticks’ by men of
affairs at that tme. The following letier was written by Sir George Downing,
after whom Downing Street is called

“5ir,

| have acquainted the Lords commnissioners of the Treasury
with yours to me af the 21st instant, and it hath been reed in the
presence of his Majestie, and his Majestie directs that you doe
attend Mr, Attormey Generall with the names of all Recusanis of
whom conpiciions are refurned inte the Excheguer withe their
respechive qualities and places of abode,

Sir,
Your perny affectionale humble servani,
G, Downing
22nd June 16717

The fime was unilormby £200 per month for each adull, except one half for
a wife, The number of comdctions Bsted on August 18t 1671 in Lancashire
was 3496, Listed Recusants in Whittlede-Woods were: Bichard Cowper,

husbandman and his wife Elizabeth; Alice, wile of John Morris; Hellen, wile of
Hugh Tootel; Thomas Garstang, yeoman, his wife Elizabeth; John Hilbon,
carpenter, Anna, his wife; Janet Cocker, Willlam Astley; Willlam Pope,
hushandman; Agnes Hueghes: John Garstage, husbandman;  James
Garstage; Elizabeth Melling,

Recusants in Wheelion were John Whittle, Junior, husbandman; Dorothy
Whittle: John Whistle, yeoman; hiswife Anna;; Richard Whitthe: Oliver Whittle;
Roxger Worsley: John Breares; Hellen Breares; Henry Blackledge and his wiie
Anna; Margaret Blackledge; Lawrence Oram; his wife Jamma; lsabel Hibon;
Williarm Breares, tailor; James Critchloe, husbandman and his wile Emma;
dohn Critchlos; Hellen Critchloe; Anna Simpson; John Simpson; Mary
Simpeon; Bridget Gerrard; Alice Wilkinson: John High, husbandman; his wife
Margaret; John Hilion, husbandman, and his wile Fatherine,

Recusants in Heapey were Lawrence Worthingion and his wife Jana; Alice
Worhingion; John Pearson, blacksmith, and his wife Margaret: Margeny
Blackledge: Evan Pierson, blacksmiéth; Hobert Brothurst and his wile Grace;
Williarm Chameachk; Robert Martin and his wife Margarat

Fecusants in Brindle, The name Gerrard appears no less than 9 times.
Garstangs, Sharrochs, Blackledge, Bateson, Walmesly, Waring, Hilton,
Livesay, Clayton, These are the names which appear most often in the Brindle
lese. But the name most closely connected with the Mission a1 St Helen's Well,
h:ns Fthe lr:rne Cowpe, Coupe, or Coop. More will be written concerming
this tamily.




List of Recusants in Reign of Charles 11
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CHAPTER V
Fr. Birkett's Fund

HE fund beft by Fr. Birkett 5.0 towards the establishment on a firmes

hasis of the Jesuil Mission a1 54, Helen's Well, was first utilized by a priest

by the name of Thomas Eccleston, alias Holland during the lull in
perseculion at the accession of James [ to the thrane, by the erection of a
chapel at Brindle. Fr. BEccleston 5.0, was one of the Ecclestons of Eccleston
Hall He cama to Lancashire in 1677 and served this district until Nosember
25th, 1698, when he died still in charge of the mission af the age of 55,

With the rvolution breaking oul oon alter the evection of this chapel, [l
use was made of it In 1715 after the Jacobite rebellion in Scotland and
Morthern England, “The commissioners for forfeited estates, and estates given
o superdifions uses” came 1o Preston. The Reflormation was in full swing

anain, and on the 23rd June 1718, the protestant curate of Brindle swore
hefare the commission.

“Thar the house in which Thomas Coop (Coupe or Cowpe)
inhabited was built in the latter end af the reign of James [ for a
Popish chapel and hod often been wsed as such, and dhat
Thomas Coop paid no rent o any person excepd fo
Mr. Hichardson, g reputed Popish priest ™

Fr. Richardson 5.0_a Lancashire man, succesded Fr. Eccleston in 1698, as the
mission priest, On July Tihe 1718, Thomas Coop was brought belore the
Commission and was examined on oath concerning his house He gave
avidence tha

“The howuse in which he Feed was buwilt a3 a Mass House by one
Halland (Eccleston) a priest. and was by him used as such
diuring his life; that the ground where on the same stands is said
e berlong ro Mr. Gerrard, and that he, this Thomas Coap, hath
liped in the same house some 20 years, and that be hath not
paid any rend for same, nor bas any person ever demanded

e him ™

The Commissioners seized the property, and Mr. Evan Gerrard of Brindle,
whose family had owned the land for generations, and inwhose namie i stood.,
was alraid to claim it for fear of being fined and or imprisoned, It could have
been purchased for a comparatively trifling sum, but no one dared. The



confiscated house remained unoccupbed undil 1734, when it was convenied
inboa workhouse. The bell afier rermaining buried for mamy years, was dug up
and sold to Eccleston Chapel, and the proceeds handed over for the benefit of
e house and chapel ai Slate-Delph, Wheelton, The altar rails were alo
removed to Slate-Delph, After the confiscation of his church, Fr. Richardson
apened anather chapel in the district, very kely a0 Woad-End, Clayion.be-
Wonds, and continued 1o serve the mission until his death on September 12th,
1728, aged 66,

The Coupes eventually became quite importand people in the disiricl. They
began & dye works and the place they used for stewing the wood bark 1o
abtain dye & still known as the “slew yard”.

Brindle Workhouse, or what remains of i, can be seen to this day. 1§ stands on
e nowth east sice of Denham Hill at the junciion of Topo'tlane and Walmeshy
Faold, The lane in which it stands & still called Workhouse Lame.

Thare are varying reports as to the exasct location of 5t Helen's Well. The
farmhouse s aill in use and inhabited. The exact position af the well can be
reached by crossing the open land, known as the Stew Yard, Whittle-de-Woods,
up o the canal and after crossing a siile proceeding along a footpath which
runs paralle] tothe canal. Doubling back into the felds, one comes 1o a natural
depresaion inthe land and is sumounded by willosws and the ke, Here there is
a groto-like construction, substantially buili, upen which are some
inscriptions, undonunately not decipherable. Since the building of the M&1 the
she cannod o be bocated.

CHAPTER VI
Slate Delph, Wheelton

N 1729 from a deed dated May 131 of that year, a yeoman by the namse of

Williarm Blackbedge and his son, sold to Mathew Talbot of Wheelion, and to

Anne Richardson “a small parcel of land in his field, with the privilege of
the use of the upper room or garret of his howse for o chopel beside same
ather privileges”. This was Slate Delph and the property was purchased with
the money left by Fr. Birkeit for such a use. Previous 1o the purchase of this
property, Mass was said in the house of William Blackledge, known as
Wall Croft, now occupbed by another Catholic family, the Moblets,

Ini ther year 1870 a chrondcler by the name of Hewitson reporied ihat:

“Mr. Robert Blacklege of High-field House, Brindle, a Catholic,
has in his possession several very anclent Catholie pestrments,
the history of which cannot be made out, but which were pro-
bably used in a private chape! connected with some of his
ancestors. One of the vestments s very anclent from the
choracter of the embroidery upon it I is evidently 500 or 600
vears ald. Mr. Blackledge has also in his possession a peiter
chalice and paten, bul these are of mare recent make, and fally
wwith the stple used in [7 20 when a close epe uaes kept on church
praperty, and when, by way of keeping ‘hands off. it was
mecessany bo make sacred pessels of commaon metal I is known
that the Blackledges Uped ar Walleroft certainly in 1590 and
probably before. The Blackledges owned property on the
eminence opposite, this being Slafe-Defph, Wheelton ™

S it wold seem that Mass was said a1 Slave-Dielph as far back as 1270, The
house at Slate Dedph is still standing and in use. It can be reached by a namow
safl lane branching ofl the Wheelion - Brinscall road at the boticm o
Briers Brow

Thie izt prriessd b seree the mission was Father George Palmer, 5.0, who came
from Eccleston in the year 1730, He served ihe mission unil be returned 1o
Eccleston in 1748, His place was taken by Father Comebius Morphy, 50, who
was the Father Superion at that time of all Jesuits serdng in Lancashire, By this
appointment it would seem that this mission was considered to be an
important one. There i an amusing occurrence relating to this [rish priest. The
Church was still persecuted and gangs of priest caichers roamed the

1



Slate Dielpk, WhevBon - where 58 Edmursd Arrowamith colebrated Mana

couninyside hoping to apprehend priests for the reward relating 1o their
capture. A gang of such men heard of the presence of Fr. Momphy at Slate
Delph and came there to caplure him. Several of his parishioners hearing of
this attermpl. hid themselves behind a hedge leading to Skate Delph church,
barireg determined that if Fr. Morphy should be captured. to rescue him or lose
their lves at the hands of the gang, The priest catchers found Fr. Morphy a1
home but they did not capture him. As the recording says of the Incident:

“Fr. Morphy using his national aptitude for soothing

conversation, saftened the hearts of the priest catchers, they

Qoing auday empty handed ™
The good Father's friends, still hiding behind the hedge. heard the fellows
laying the blame on each other for not bringing him away, and so they
remained until the gang had gone.

Fr. Cornelius Morphy 5.4 left the mission in 1748 - 49 and was replaced by a
son of the grand Catholie family of Gillibrands of Gillibrand Hall, Chorley. His
narme was Fr. William Gillibrand, 5. and he came to Slate Delph in 1799 and
opened a boarding school there, which was attended by boys from Liverpoal
and other parts of Lancashire. During Fr. Gillibrand's time af Slate-Delph, a
son of the Coupe’s of Brindle was borm at South Hill in 1754, He came from
the family who had bved ai that confiscated church opened by Fr, Richardson.
This boy was named Thomas Jerome, and eventually became Dom Thomas
Jderome Coupe, 058 Previows e him two maore locally bom children were
later to become priests, namely John Anselm Bolion, whe later became Dom
Anselm Bolton, 058 He was bom at South Hill in 1735 Aks George
Clarkson, born 1739, about whom more will be written

Fr. Gillibrand remained at Slate Delph until December 1763 when the
mission and school were taken over by a second Fr Richardson, 5.0 He was
criedited in 1767 with a congregation of 295 in the report of the Bishop of
Chester, who puts him down as residend at Heapey-cum-Wheelion, in the
Parish of Leyland, Fr. Richardson gave up the boarding schoal and removed
1 Eflingham, in Morthumberland about 1772, He was succeeded at Slate
Drelph by Fr. James Le Modte alias Lancaster, 5.0, a Lancashire man who came
shartly before his death there on September 17th 1772 aged 60 vears.




CHAFTER VI
South Hill

OLLOWING the passing of the Reliel Act in 1791 which allowed

Catholics to build churches, Fr. George Clarkson wasted no time in

purchasing land at South Hill. He arranged with an architect Mr. Ashion
to draw plans lor a church on the site, and work commenced immaediately.
Stone was brought from as far sway as Accringion. The building ran from east
to west. [ was galleried to provide more room. The position of the
windows and door can be seen from the graveyard. One of the main benefac-
tors was Mr. Blackledge of Wallevoh Farm, Wheehon, A plagque was erected in
thie church in his honour and remained on the easi wall near the sanciuany. It
remained there until it was removed during the time that Fr. Pilson was parish
priest. The plague can be seen on the wall of the ‘bam” a1 the top of the
graveyard. Parishioners must have been bured near 1o and on the south
(Chaorley) side of the church because dusing the restoration work after the fire
of 19549, many human bones were exhumaed from under the main body of 1he
presend building, In 1793 Bishop Gibson confimmed 110 people, and by the
year 1812 Fr. Clarkson 5. found i necessany 1o enlarge the chureh, He exten-
died the charch further to the east. He was not able to continue his work, for in
the following year, in 1813 aged 74 he died. Hiewas the first priest to be baried
in b vault in the churchyard.

South Hill, WhittledeWaoods, was part of the Leyland Parish at the fime of the
first building. The Leyland Parish alsa included Euxion, Cuerden, Clayton-le-
Wiods, Whitile=le-Woods, Hoghion, Withnell Wheellon and Heapey.
St Chad's took over as the main chapel of the area encompassing Heapey,
Whaeelton, Brinscall, Withnell and Anglezarke. It is imponant, when thinking
of these times, 1o realse the condidions the parishioners had o endure in
order to aitend chusch, and likiewise the hardship endured by the priesis
travelling in the parish. There were mud-iracks for roads, hedges and copses
tonschinag and still the fear of being victimised {or being a Catholic. When we
ihink that in present times the Second World War is spoken of as being only
vesterday, so it was in 1791, It was only 46 vears previously that saw the start
of the Jacobite rebellion. This area of Lancashire contained many supporterns
af the Jacobite cawse, and Catholics in general were regarded with suspicion.
Mevertheless the parish continued 1o increase and another Jesuit priest
Fr. Francis Massie became panish priest in 1813, [0 was during his time a1 South
Hill thist im 1515 a child was born at Brinscall Hall and christened Daniel Henny
Haigh. He was barn an Anglican, but eventually at Oxlord Universitg, when
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becoming an important member of the Tractarian movement, he became a
Catholic. He was a man of great learning. and was the chief authodty on
Runic inseriptions, He founded a Benedictine House at Erdinglon in
Warnaickshire. It is more than likely that he became co-lounder with Newman
of the Oratory School, Father Massie died in 1822, and was succeeded by
Fr. John Weston. He left in 1828 0 become Chaplain at the estate of
Marmaduke Middleton, Esq. of Sicckheld Park in the West Riding of
Yorkshine, The appointment must have been an important one, as a regular
vishior to the house was Mary, Duchess of Norfolk, Some sort ofexchange
maust have taken place, for in 1828 from Stockheld Park came a “‘Wigan' man,
Fr. John Fairclough, 5.0 He serced the parish until his death in November
1532, He was only 45 when he died and is busied in the vault.

The next parish priest was a Somerset man from Stone Easton, He was
Fr. John Beaumom 54 He armived on November 26th 1832 and died a1
Clitheroe in 1857 aged T0 years. During his time at South Hill a chapel was
apened at Weld Bank by Fr.George Gibson in 1847 Fr. Gibson was moved 1o
Hombw 1o succesd the great historian Bev. John Lingard 00 Fr. Beaumont
was the last 5.0 1o serve the parish. On the wall in the middle porch of the
church is a sampler of the original church. It was found in an attic in a moth-
eaten condition, Having been gifted to the church, Fr. Songhurst had i
carefully restored. [ gives some idea of the size and shape, It was possibly
bocause of the small size that the next priest to serve at St Chad’s, Fr. Jamis
Berry in 1857, immediately began improvemants on the building which muss
have been badly needed. A chronkcler of the time describes the church as
having an “inconvenient, ungainly inferior, " The main body of the church was
added. and the sanciuany, thus becoming cruciform. By the time Fr, Bermy died
in 1867 the building was taking on the shape as it is now.

Fr. John Doherty became parish priest in 1867 and continued the improve-
ment of the church by having a tower buili on the south side of the building
which, according to the same chronicler “was sirong and dull leoking, has a
heavy pepper castor top, containing o quaniity of massive bell orrangements,
which. when seen in operation from a distance, with the lever wheel moving,
loks for all the world like the head gearing of a colliery.” Fr, Doherty died in
IB7Z and was buried in the vault, Vandalism is not peculiar o the present
tirmiez, for it was during this ime that the eross, which had been erected over the
priests” burial vault, was broken off half-way. A new cross was added and i s
quite easy o see the new plece. Part of the arginal cross is on the wall of the
barn in the graveyard, It would appear that Fr. Doherty was assisted in the last
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year of his life by Fr. Thomas Tobin who arrived at ihe parish in 1871, The
chronicler Hewitson visited the church in 1872 and the following is his
account:

“Aboul fweo miles east of Whittle, up o norow and circuious
road, | came upon 5t Chad's Sowth Hill It is a strong and
complex sione bullding and stands on the side of a hill The
tower confainsg a good sounding bell, also o clock which _far
howrs an the day of our visit steod at 25 minutes o seven ™
(5ome things never change - my words),

“The site of the chapel is excellent. [t cormmands a beautiful view
af the wild undulefing mountainous lend eosh-woand; Chorley,
with its spires and factory chimneys sits pleasantly in a long
hollow to the south, about neo and a half miles distenn; and
weshiwards there ls opened up an expansive plategw, vared
with lowns, villages and farmsteads and bordered at the cuter
rim with the lrish Sea The building which i dedicated 1o
St Chad has now a capacious and imposing interior: the only
drawback being the heterogeneousness of architectural denail,
the place looks ke three or four Kible chapels of different
propartions rolled into one building Barring this the interior is
good. The church has o beautiful sonctuary, is richly decorared
in many parts, and has a profusion of stained gloss windows.
The chancel walls are drapered in gold, green and amber, the
altar is massive and handsaeme. Abope and at the rear of the
altar is an exquisitely stained theee Fght windoaw 1o the memary
of Hobert and Mary Blockledge: o the right there is another
richly stoined gless window bearing af the botiom u_f it the
names of James Spencer. Willlarm Walmsley and Flugh
Walmsley; ro the left, a window of similor proportions and
well stained; has at its base the names of William Rainford
and John Roscoe. Mearly all the windows in the body of
the church are stained and of the memarial kind, the chief
being in the side walls towards the south af the edifice.
Here on ane side there ore a couple of large cholcely
coloured windows, put up by John Withnell Esg., to the
memary of his Aunt - Alice Spencer, who died in 1843, and his
Aunt = Ellen Bullen, who died during the same year. On the
apposite side are fwo windews of the same size, artistic in
ireatmment and fine in general tone; one of themn was erected by
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Kobert Blacklidge Esq. in memory of his sister Elizabeth; the
other is to the memory of the Revs. George Clarkson, Francis
Massey, John Wesion, John Foirclough, and John Besumant
Betiween these fwa windows s a mural labled to the mEmary of
the Blacklidge family of Wheelion.

This church hos an east and west transept, gallevied, with o
gallery at the south end, i will accommodare 500 persons, and
hasz an average altendance of abowt 4. There are abowl 500
Catholics in South Hil disteict and they are principaliy
working people - prople emploged in the mills, in egriculiure,
ere. There was a numerous and very orderly congregation
during ouwr wsit, and i embraced few of those angulzrities and
oddities which might be expected in an out-of-the-way hillside-
connfry ke this. A few large umbreffas, lerge enough to sleep
im, and fwea or three anclent bonnets and ancesiral waishooars
could probably have been picked out, excluding these,
cuerything wos regular, correct and conventional, and there
was an carnesiness in the general devation ww:hy af all
commendation. The singing of the choir was excellent, and the
organ ploying was good,

The priest stationed here i the Reo. Thomas Tobin, He is an
Irish gentleman, has all the brisk brogue of one, and is a
very homely priest. His immediare predecessor was the
Rew. Fr. Doherty = a blithesome peculiar soul, with a liking for
hunting horses, agricultural shows, meetings and other things.
Father Tobin came from Liverpos| fwhere he hed laboured egr-
restly for about fwenty pears) in November 1871 He is a middle
aged gentleman, with a full round foce, and a lietle patch of
sandy hair in the dimple of his chin. As a preacher he is
earnest in style, but says “dearly beloved brethren” a little too
aften. In the sermon we heard him preach, he used the phrase
47 times, and we hope i did the congregation some good

Father Tobin is a man of good, social qualities, he is pleasant in

dispositton, pecific in lemperanent, has a fair stock of foresight
and shrewdness, and he will e on contented terms with all
about him. Contiguous o the church, there is the presbytery,
plain in style of architecture, On the eastern side there stonds o
pery superior leoking school, belonging to the mission; and i
has an avevege atiendance of abowt 70 children,”
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That completes Mr, Hewitson's report on 51, Chad's in 1872 Fr. Tobin
continwed to serve the districts of Whittle-le-Woods, Wheehon, Heapey,
Withnell and Brinscall. Due to the increase in the number of parishioners and
the difficulties invalved ministering 1o such a large area, it became necessany
to open ancther church. b was therelore, in 1884 on June 2Znd that Fr. Tobin
laid the foundation stone of a church in Withnell dedicated to 51 Joseph.

I thee summer of 1888 this industrious priest went to [reland for a holiday.
Sadly he became ill and was unable 1o resume his ministry at 58, Chad's. He
died in [reland on November 6ih 1888 aged 70

In Movermber 1888 there came 1o 5t. Chad's a priest who was much loved and
respected by parishioners and people of ather denominations. This was
Fr. George Holden. He came from a famitly of some wealth which he used 1o
improve the church. But his main asset was his wonderully pleasant manmer,
sense of humour and compassion. He sel about improving the interior of the
church by extending the sanctuary to its present shape which was previoushy
semi-circular. Behind and above the altar was erected 5 maygnificent
erucifixion scene of the figures of Christ, crucified, Our Lady and St John
Above the altar was an elaborate and beawtifully carved reredos of nak The
wings of the altar consisted of an amangement of 51 Chad’s crosses of pink
and white marble. A lady altar was erected in the east transept and a chaistening
font in the nave. Ouitside ihe church, steps were buil both east and west of the
church to replace the orginal entrance which was originally between the
church and school. The original lych gate can still be seen

Fr. Holden completed the construction of the presbyiery and vestries, which
more of bkess completed the main improvements. On the completion of the
building work & census was taken, and the number of parishioners was
refumned as 768 As has been stated earlier, he was much respected by all
denominations. He formed a wvery strong frendship with the wvicar of
5t Barnabas's Church st Heapey, Bev, Mr. Reynard, thus becoming an
early supporter of scumenism. He was frequenily seen about the parish
o his bieyele which he wsed until very late in his bfe. He suffered fram il
health later in this persod, and was obviously in great discomiort when
saving Mass or Benediction. | had the privilege of serving at his last Mass
before he died. Afler saying Mass he had difficulty in arising from the alar
steps after saying “Prayers after Masa.”™ He collapsed onio the vestry table
and he died on January S5th 1936 A number of parishioners and priests
from many parishes packed the church at his funeral, and a greal sense of
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boss was felt in the area amongst young and old. He was laid o rest i the
vault bn the graveyard. | was able to go info the vault and see the coffing
of the previous parish priests. It was a somewhat disturbing experience for
a young boy

Fr. Holden was followed as parish priest by Fr, Vincent Nichson in 1936
An academic at Ushaw College, he was ordained at English Mariyrs
Church, Preston, in 1919 One of the first things he did was to organise fund
raising for a memorial to Fr. Holden, The memaorial was in the form of a
figure of Christ crucified which is to be seen at the front of the church
He arranged the parshioners into Guilds, 5t Anne, Children of Many,
5. Agnes and 51 Joseph, Various appropriate banners were purchased
and used at the many processions on feast days During his ministry the
church porch was improved, the steps at the front of the church and the
churchyard were also improved. The cutstanding event lor which Father
Michson will be most remembened was the intreduction of the ceremony
in honour of Qur Lady, which has come to be known as “Hoses Sunday’
This ceremaony has condineed for over 50 years. There were some ralsed
eyehrows amongst the men of the parsh when they were asked 1o carmy
floweers to the church on a Sunday afternoon in late summer, and then
place them on the altar of Our Lady In those days it was nod looked
upon as a very manby thing io da, it was the ladies job o camy lowers,
and | remember my father walking to church cammying his flowers behind
his back. However things were o change dramatically, when & 3 o'clock
on the first Sunday afterncon, a gentleman by the name of Mr. Tormmy
Cowbum collapsed and died at the top of the church steps carmying his
bunch of roses to Our Lady. There was never any more embamassment
about carmying llowers again

During this period, Father Mickson also erected a new magnificent pulpit
and & new baptistry. One of the most controversial improvernenis was the
replacement of the crosses of 51 Chad at the sides of the altar, by the
plain slabs of marble now there There can be no doubt that as an
arganiser and waorher for the church Father Nickson had no superior. He
died suddenby whilst on visit to Carlisle in March 1952, and he is buried in
the vault in the churchyard.

Father Pilson was the next priest to amive in 1952, A late vocation
ordained at Uphaolland College in 1932, He had a memaorial tablet placed
on the burdal cross in memony of Father Mickson, His main immediate
problern was how to raise extra money for the recently introduced
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education fund. An exira collection of one shilling was taken at the end of
each Mass and there were some grumbles about that princely sum. Father
Pilson was something of a visionary insofar that he forecast the drug
epbdemic, abortion and even euthanasia. His main achievernend was 1o
come in 1959 Parishioners ariving for the 8 o'clock Mass on Sunday
March Bth that vear, on a day when a bitterly cold east wind was blowing
were met by the sight of fire engines and smoke billowing from the roof
of the church. By 9 o'clock most of the roof had collapsed, the ongan, the
magnificend reredos, the parquet floor in the sanctuary, the benches, the
wooden altar rails, the oll painted stations of ithe cross, it seemed as
though evernihing was buming. By late morming many of the men of the
parish were Inving 1o salvage what could be saved. such as statues,
candelabra, etc, The two silver perpeteal light holders were destroyed and
ather altar filtings

Amongsd the men who were seen working in the church was the Vicar o
%1, Bamnabas’ Church, Heapey, Rev. Loxham. With sleeves rolled up, he
worked as hard as anyone, Mass was arranged 1o be said in the school
and the club, Varous offers were made for allemate places, the
parishioners of Wheelion and Heapey Church of England offered both
St Pauls Church in Wheehon and 51 Bamabas® Church, Heapey. The
offers were gratefully declined as it was found that the school could be
wiilised as a suitable place for Mass, A fund raising Committee was guickly
st up, and this Committee became very active Indeed in raising money
for the restoration fund, including door 1o door collections on a weekly
basis. Cther monbes poured in from all over the world, America, Australia,
Europe and Ireland, and abo from other denominations. Following the
fire it was found that the bulldings were under-insured, but nevertheless
within elghteen months the church was re-roofed and re-built inside. Mew
floor cowerings, a newly designed sanctuary, organ and double-glazed
windows. Forunately the stained glass windows which Father Pilson had
installed in the east and wes: transepis and the other stained glas
windows had sundved the fire. Mew stations of the Cross were made in
Liverpool, These were paid for by pansh familes and the names of some
af these families are to be seen in the Inner porch, but other families who
donated wished to remain anomgmous. Evidence of the fire can still be
seen as burn marks on the church benches

During the re-flooding of the church, numersus human bones were
unearthed from under the nave of the church which would seem 1o
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indicate that this is where the first gravevard was [1 is not generally
kncam, bul Father Pllson told a few of us that when he first discovered
that the church was on fire, his first thoughts were Tor the Blessed
Sacrament. He could not walk and see where he was going because of
the smoke, 50 he crawled towards the aliar, finding his way by touch
When he finally reached the sanctuary suddenly the smoke lifted and he
was able to see the Tabemacle. He was then able o collect the chalice
and ciboria. Mot wishing this action of his to be construed as anything out
of the ordinary, he suggested that nothing should be made of i1, and up
umnlil noww his wish has been respected

Another niw Innovation took place during Father Pilson’s ministny, and
that was the introduction of Lay Readers on Sundays at the 1005 am
Mazs, We started off with two Readers, but this eventually increased o
three in number, all men. As one can imagine traditions die hard, as they
sy, im oA parish as old as owrs. and 6t look some time belore the
parishioners could become wied to seeing a Layman standing at the
lectern.

Father Pilson was a much respected and loved priest and it was with great
sacdness to himsell and his parishioners, when due to il health, be retired
to Liverpool, where he died some years later

Father George Songhurst was the priest chosen o succeed Father Pilson
ard her put 51 Chad's on the map, Small in stature, byt by no means
vocally, he was a member of the RBC religious team. & wonderful
preacher and communicator, Anyone who heard his sermons could ned
help but be impressed by his eloquence. This ltle country church became
more widely known in this couniry and abroad through the BBC. radio
broadcasts which have taken place over the vears. These have included
People’s Services, Midnight Mass with His Lordship Bishop Haris. the
then Auxiliary in Liverpool taking pan, and a broadcast on World Sepvice
which brought acknowledgerments and appreciation letters from BTt
other places the L5A and South Africa

In the autumn of 1971 Father Songhurst, representing the older Parish
priests and a Father Smith representing the vounger curates, visited Ars
in Central France for a week, during which time they portraved their
respective views on the lifestyle of the Cure DFArs. This film was
subsequently shown on TV, on at least three occasions

Lruring the time of Father Songhurst’s ministry at 51 Chad's, he also made
abterations to the church, including the building of a new inner parch



at the rear; this was erected for the benefit of families and children to use
during senvices and over the years has proved 1o be & great asset,

The next milestone in Father Songhursts ministny was when the
parishioners realised that he was about to celebrate his 40th Jublles as a
priest. S0 U was arranged for His Lordship Bishop Gray, the then
Auxiliary in Liverpool 1o be the Chief Concelebrant at the 10.15 am. Mass
on a Sunday, Along with many visiting priests, all was set for a wonderful
accasion, with the Jubiladan present amongst us all Sadly for Father
Songhurst and his visitors and not least his parishioners, on the eve of the
celebrations Father was struck dovwn with iliness and was confined to bed,
unable 1o move 1t was decided 1o continue with the planned celebrations,
and so we all assembled a1 Mass on the Jubllee Day to join His Lordship
and the other priests at Mass, In order that Father could ai least hear ihe
singing in church, the doors between the Church and the Presbyteny ware
allowed to remain open. Many tears were shed that day by all of those
who were foriunate enough to be present, the occasion being a veny mov-
ing one, Mot long after that Father Songhurst was forced to retire through
ill health, and for many years now, has been hospitalized in Liverponl

Father Songhurst was followed by a priest not unknown 1o many
parishioners, Father Robert Billington, who had served many years belose asa
curate at 5t Joseph’s, Chorley. Father Billingion made no secret of the
fact that during the time he was a curate at 5t Joseph's he always had
the ambition to become parish priest of 51 Chad's. The parish was indeed
lueky as well to be served by such a kind, understanding and gentle man

It is perhaps better not to expand too much as he may well read the
commaents and become embarrassed. but he can be assured that he is still
viery much loved, respected and prayed for by his ex-parishioners,

Whilst Father Billington was in the Parish, the organ which had deterorated
needed replacing and a new one was Installed, Father was very particular
about who should play the new instrument and on some accasions Mr. Bill
Snape, parish organist for over fifty years, had viriually to vet” those who
asked to play at weddings.

Ar this time the parish was very fortunate in having amongst its
parishioners two gentlemen who devoled & It of their time and energy in
maintaining the grounds and the graveyard in good condition, heo men
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who were well-known, Mr. David Shormock and Mr, Wilkiam (Bill] Kellest.
Alas these two parishioners ane no longer with us, having gone 1o their
etermnal rest some years ago. but we should be tmuly thankiul to them for
all their devoted and unstinting waork for the parish, Our good forfune has
continued in that respect. because another parishioner Mr. William (Bl
Billington has taken over their mantle, The grounds are In a pristine
condition thanks to Mr. Billington.

Heference s made earlier in the history to The Reformation’ and 1o a
‘Wicken Hall" where Si. Edmund Arrowsmith was on his way to visit when
he was caplured in 1628

An event took place on the 18th June, 1984, which again & a milestone
in the history of the area. On a beaviiful summer's evening with the binds
singing away in the tees, Father Billington and Father Smith from
5t Joseph’s, Brinscall, along with other priests from neighbouring parishes,
assembled with a large congregation of people from varous parshes at a
very hallowed site afl Old Wicken House, Withnell, This site is on land
farmed by the Livesey family for over 350 years. Many of that family still
live in the 5t Joseph’s and 51 Chad's Parishes, and in neighbouring
Farishes. Mass was concelebrated a1 ithis very holy spot, the sevmon being
preached by the Very Hevw. Canon Ripley from  fAshion-in-Makerdield
Those of ws who were forunate enough o be present that evening will
never forget the great privilege of being able 1o venerate the Holy Hand
of 51 Edmund Amewsmith a1 a place where he must have trodden on
many, many occasions. This was a truby hisiosie occasion for the people of
this part of Cathalic Lancashire

Stermming from the teaching of the Second Vatican Council on the role of
the Laity in the Church, Father Billington introduced Lay Ministers of the
Eucharist o help on Sundays, & move not wholly sccepted in a parish so
reluctant to change! But now increasingly seen as & great help,

Al the beginning of 1990 rumours abounded that Father Billington was
soon to announce his refirement, and il was with genuine sorrow that we
heard officially in February that he would be leaving us the follovwing
month, His successor, Father Alexander Fleming arrived from Liverpool

on 28th March.
Subsequently Father Bilinglon returned to the Parish to celebrate Mass
with us, followed by & Social to mark his 40th Anniversary of Ordination,
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and to provide an opporiunity for parishioners 1o express their thanks for
his devoted work and priesthy ministry among we

And now we welcome Father Fleming who has been with us just over
iwelve months; may he enjoy a happy and fruithul association with this
Parish, Mo doubt changes will continue to take place, and maybe in
anoiher hundred wears time, the history lor this Bicentenndal celebration
will be continued by another good parishioner of St Chad's,

Vaocatlons from the Parish

The Pansh of 5t Chad’s, with its surrounding areas of 5t Helen's Well
and Slate Delph, has been privileged o have a number of vocations to
the Priesthood amongst iis parishioners, spanning over 350 years

In 1607 a parishioner named Oiver Criichlow ar Critehley was bom. He
was on his way to Doual College in 1624 along with his brother William,
when he was capiured and thrown into the Tower of London. Another
brother Richard was also capiured on the Thames and was imprisoned by
the Archbishop of Canterbuny. All these men were eventually ordained at
the English College, Rome, and used the alias Foster, becauwse of the
difficuliies experienced at that time.

Crher vocations were 1o folbow from the area including:
Dom John Anselm Bolton, 058, 1735 - 1802,
Dom Thomas Jerome Coupe, 058, 1754,
Dom William Dunstan Garstang, 058, 1736 - 1514,
Father Robert Garstang, who died in 1869
Father George Clarkson, 54, 1739 - 1813,

Canon Levin Waring, later Parish Priest of 5t Robert's,
Catfarth, Preston,

Father William Westhead, later Parish Priest of 51 Hugh's,
Liverpool,

Dom, F, Q. Blundell, 058, who was bormn at Crook Hall

[, Francts G. Ellison, later Parish Priest of 54 Peter & Paul's,
Mawdesley,

Father Henry Pass, of the Holy Ghost Fathers,
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Papal Awards

During the past 35 years the Parish has been honoured by presentations
of Papal fAvsards 1o some of its parishioners.

In February 1956, Miss Lucy Livesey, & former parishioner, received the
‘Bene Merenti Medal' from His Lordship the Bishop of Lancaster, for her
senvices as Housekeeper to successive Parsh Priests In the Lancaster
Hocese, including The Very Rev. Canon Klomp for many years.

In October 1970, Mr, Tom Shermington received the "Bene Merenti Medal®
from His Lordship Bishop Gray, af an Annbversary Dinner and Dance held
at the Town Hall, Chorley, to mark his distinguished sendices to the parish
over & period of 70 vears, as Bell Ringer, Church Collector, School
Manager and many other duties,

In 1975 Dr. P . J, Wren received ihe "Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice” from
His Lordship Bishop Gray, at a ceremony held at Lisieux Hall,
Whitthe=le-Woods, for his  distinguished sendces to  the mentally
handicapped.

In 1985 Dr. Ween was also honoured by being irvested with the Papal
Knighthood of St Gregory by His Grace Archbishop Worlock, the imvestiture

taking place at 51 Chad's,

In February 1989 Mr. Bill Snape received the "Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice’
from Father Billington at 5i. Chad’s, for his distinguished services as
Organist and Cholrmaster in the parish for over 50 years, and for his
wark for Catholic education in the area.
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8T. CHAD'S.

The poets tell us of the scenes

= Of prety hills and dales,

In England, Seotlaed, Irelasd
Amil in dear old Wales,

They tell us of great soblroen
Amil of fair waidens oo,

Tha deeds of silors I.n-u‘ B0,
Wl oveT il i,

Thess little verses that I write
Are pot of asy fame,

But ol oar little countey Clareh
With 2t Chad's Tor iis nane

It does ot boast & martyt"s grave,
Or & famous saiotly shrice,

But aften we can hear the hymn—
“Swreel Hacrament Divine.™

Each morn we bear its Augelus bell,
The call for ws to pray

" Behedd the Handiail -:-f the Lanl,™"
A prayer wa love lo say.

Ii's w[-hhl-, a real o iriesd is ke,

his kizd sod gentls wAY, !

For eath and every oue of us
He will pever cense to pray.

It's chiblren duily go 1o scheal
Where ikey are tamght to pray,

Mot for te-morrow and its nesids,
fit, Lond, just for to-day.”

They learn to say the Hosary
H?' their good teachers [three),

-'HI lsens lhm burden of Life's Cross

With sweet hamility.

S0 mow my stary I Al el

And when my Ginse b g6 more,

. Then lay my boly thers 1o pest

With friewds lnid there befirs,

In this Churebvanl whors they wwai
Baint Gabriel's bugls call,

To Heaves abore where love ahoands
And peace and rest foe all,

I. Li'.-gu-;r; Chapel Lans, Heapey.

FRICE 2d.

Procesds in aid of 54, Chal's Cluls
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