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NEWSLETTER 1st December 2019 1st Sunday of Advent, Year A

You do not know the day or the hour Mt.24:37-44
A New Year in the Church’s calendar begins today with this period we call “Advent”

which simply means ‘coming’. Obviously we are preparing to remember God coming to
be a human being among us. And yet, although the Scripture for today does speak of
the coming of God, it makes no mention of the coming of Christ at Christmas. The
readings, rather, focus our need to prepare for the final coming of Jesus, whether that
means the end of the world as we know it or of the end of our own individual lives.

We really need this warning as we do not like to think too much about how or
when we will leave this world. But it will happen. Of course, in our daily lives we have

to earn our living, take care of our families… but we must also prepare for the final call. That is the most basic reality of our lives.
We do not know when the Lord will come, so it is a question of being ready for any eventuality. “Stay awake, for you do not
know on what day your Lord is coming…”

How, then, are we to prepare? We need to develop our relationships with God and with our brothers and sisters based
on a caring and unconditional love for all. We need to learn how to find God, to find Jesus, in every person, in every experience.
We are to love everyone just as Jesus loved us. If, in our words and actions, our daily lives are full of the spirit of Jesus, then we
have prepared. Concentrate on today, on the present hour, the present situation and respond to it in truth and love and the
future will take care of itself. Then we need have no fear when Jesus makes his final call because we know he is going to say:
“Come, my friend. I want to call you now”. And we will respond: “Yes, Lord, I am ready.” It will be an encounter, not of strangers,
but of two old friends. (Sacred Space)

MASSES / INTENTIONS
Sat 30th Nov. NO VIGIL MASS A&B. Billington & B&F Humphrey (In Memory)
Sun 1st Dec. 10.30am MASS
Mon 2nd Dec. No Mass or Eucharistic Service
Tue 3rd Dec. 9.15am Eucharistic Service
Wed 4th Dec 9.15am Eucharistic Service
Thu 5th Dec. No Mass or Eucharistic Service
Fri 6th Dec. No Mass or Eucharistic Service
Sat 7th Dec NO VIGIL MASS
Sun 8th Dec 10.30am MASS Mary Hollinghurst R.I.P. Feast of the Immaculate Conception

Weekend Mass times. Please check newsletters for weekday Mass times.
St Chad's: Sunday 10.30am
St Joseph's: Harpers Lane: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 4.30pm
St Bede's: Sat 6.30pm, Sunday 11.00am
St Gregory's: Sun 9.30am, 11.00am, 6.30pm

CONFESSIONS: 10.30am – 11.30am at St Joseph’s Harpers Lane, Chorley

RECENTLY DECEASED: Gertrude Cavanagh, Mary Hollinghurst, Kevin James Walsh

ANNIVERSARIES: Joseph James Brett, Annie Connor, Alban Gerard, Kenneth Riding

SICK AND HOUSEBOUND: George Morris, Peter Deacon, Amy Greenhalgh, Vincent Cahill, Margaret Gray,
Thomas Hesse, Ray Briant, Winifred Baxendale, Rosalia Lakot

COLLECTIONS: The collection last weekend amounted to £283.32 including £167.25 gift-aided.

RETIRING COLLECTION: The collection for Animate, The Archdiocesan Youth Team under the direction of
Fr. Simon Gore, wasn’t taken last week. Those who brought their Gift Aid envelopes last week and took them
home again should return them now or next week. Thank you.

CHRISTMAS CARDS, DIARIES, CANDLES and other religious items are available for purchase today in the
Parish Centre, 12.30 – 2.30pm.

MASS ROTA: Copies of the rota for Readers and Ministers of the Eucharist covering Advent and Christmas are
ready.



CHRISTMAS AT ST. CHAD’S:
Tuesday 17th December, Junior Carol Service, 6.30pm
Tuesday 24th December, Christmas Eve Mass, 6.30pm
Wednesday 25th December, Christmas Day Mass, 10.30am

DEMENTIA FRIENDLY CAROL SERVICE: This will take place at 2.00pm, Thursday 19th December, at the
Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King in the company of Archbishop Malcolm McMahon. Refreshments will be
available afterwards. Help with the refreshments and wheelchairs will be provided by the students from Bellerive
FCJ Catholic College. Please see the poster at the back of church.

RECYCLING: Please put the following in the box provided at the back of church – batteries, computer toners and
cartridges, spectacles, old mobile phones, pens and unused charity bags. These will be passed on to school for
recycling. Thank you.

HELP THE HOMELESS CHORLEY: For Christmas, the charity we support likes to make up special parcels for
needy clients. Suggested donations to the tub in the porch can include toiletries (e.g. toothbrushes, soaps, face
cloths) and little gifts (crayons, writing pads, chocolates, sweets, puddings). No donations after 15th December.

CAFOD: ‘WORLD GIFTS’. Please don’t forget to collect your catalogue and feel free to take one for your family,
friends and neighbours. We have more in the Sacristy.

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION: If anyone is unable to get to church and wishes to receive Holy Communion
regularly at home or can get to church but has difficulty going to receive Holy Communion we can help.
Please let Josie Noblet or Elizabeth Humphrey know and they will make the necessary arrangements for you.

GIFT AID ENVELOPES and STATEMENTS: These have been removed from the back of church as we have been
advised by the Archdiocese that they should not be left out for collection.
Please see Peter Hughes or Elizabeth Humphrey if you require yours.

IMPORTANT NOTICE. Please contact St Joseph’s Presbytery (01257 262713) if any member of your family is
admitted to Chorley Hospital and would appreciate a visit. In an emergency the hospital will contact the on-call
Catholic Priest. Ask any staff member to arrange this.

FEASTS:
Tuesday 3rd December, St. Francis Xavier, Priest
Wednesday 4th December, St. John Damascene, Priest and Doctor
Thursday 5th December, St. John Almond, Priest and Martyr
Friday 6th December, St. Nicholas, Bishop
Saturday 7th December, St.Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor

FEAST OF THE WEEK:
1) St John Almond was born in Allerton, Liverpool, educated locally then in Reims and Rome. He was ordained in 1598 and

worked in the English Mission from 1602. He was eventually arrested, found guilty of being a priest and was martyred
at Tyburn on December 5th, 1612.

2) St. Nicholas was a 4th Century Bishop of Myra, south western Turkey. He is venerated in both East and West, in spite of
very little being known about his life. Reputed to have been generous and helpful especially to children, he was
honoured with the title of ‘ Santa Claus’. In some counties gifts are exchanged on 6th December, in others on the 25th

December.

NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY
In St Chad’s Parish Centre, 8.30pm

The ‘Las Vegas Legends Show”

Starring ANDY ROBERTS Award Winning Tribute Artist
Tickets from Sue at £22.50 Including Buffet

BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGES

Baptisms and Marriages are by appointment only. Initial enquiries should be made personally
to Fr Peter Stanley - 01257 262713. At minimum of 6 months’ notice is needed for a Marriage. If a specific date
is required for a Baptism or a Marriage please ensure it is available before making any other arrangements to

avoid disappointment. We always do our best to accommodate everyone’s wishes.
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