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NEWSLETTER  15th December 2019 3rd Sunday of Advent, Year A 
  

 Rejoice, I am the one who is to come.    Mt.11:2-11 
       
   In today’s Gospel, John the Baptist had already been arrested. While in prison, John hears 
 about Jesus and sends some of his disciples with a question: “Are you the one who is to 
 come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus responds by quoting the prophet Isaiah, “Go 
 back and tell John what you hear and see: the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are 
 cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised to life and the Good News is preach to the 

poor.” 
       This exactly describes what Jesus has been doing. In effect he is saying, “Yes, I am the 

 one who is to come. I am the Messiah”. While the Gospel speaks of the Messiah already here, we are, in a sense, 
still waiting in anticipation. Jesus, of course, is already present and working through his Body, the Church. But he 
still has to come more fully into each of our lives. We need to experience that power of healing and wholeness 
which Jesus brings.  
 Jesus says that John the Baptist is one of the greatest persons ever born. But he was not rich and famous. 
Yet many people went out to hear him, to have their lives radically changed by his words. 
 Our Christian vocation is similar to his. We are called to prepare the way for Jesus to come into our own 
hearts and also other people’s hearts so that they, too, may experience that healing, that wholeness which alone 
gives real meaning to our lives. Christmas is a time of gifts – both giving and receiving. Let us make sure that 
among the gifts we offer to others is some of the Christian joy which we ourselves have received.   (Sacred Space) 
          
MASSES / INTENTIONS 
 
 

Sat    14th Dec     NO VIGIL MASS 
Sun   15th Dec     10.30am  MASS                  Cicely Billington (Anniversary) 
                             1.00pm  Baptism     Harriet Elizabeth Ellison     
Mon   16th Dec     No Mass or Eucharistic Service 
Tue    17th    Dec     9.15am  Eucharistic Service 
Wed   18th Dec     9.15am  Eucharistic Service 
Thu    19th Dec     No Mass or Eucharistic Service 
Fri      20th Dec     No Mass or Eucharistic Service 
Sat     21st Dec     NO VIGIL MASS                             
Sun    22nd Dec     10.30am  MASS                           Frank Billington (Birthday memory) 
                               
Weekend Mass times. Please check newsletters for weekday Mass times. 
St Chad's: Sunday 10.30am 
St Joseph's: Harpers Lane: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 4.30pm 
St Bede's: Sat 6.30pm, Sunday 11.00am 
St Gregory's: Sun 9.30am, 11.00am, 6.30pm    

                                                  
CONFESSIONS:  10.30am – 11.30am at St Joseph’s Harpers Lane, Chorley 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED:  Mary Hollinghurst, Kevin James Walsh,  Lily Day (Norman 
White’s sister) 

 
ANNIVERSARIES:  Stuart Phillip Bolton, William Clayton, Peter John Wren  

 
READER:  Sun 22nd Dec.   E. Humphrey 
  
COLLECTIONS: Last weekend’s collection totalled £433.20 including £282.33 Gift 
Aided. 
£28.14 has been sent to the Archdiocese for Animate Youth. 
 
CHRISTMAS AT ST CHAD’S:  
Tuesday 17th December, Junior Carol Service, 6.30pm 
Tuesday 24th December, Christmas Eve Mass, 6.30pm.  
25th December, Christmas Day Mass, 10.30am 
 
 

MASS ROTA:  Copies of the Rota for Readers and Ministers of the Eucharist covering Advent and Christmas are ready.  
Please take a copy from the porch.  
 
DEMENTIA FRIENDLY CAROL SERVICE:  2.00pm, Thursday 19th Dec. Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King in the 
company of Archbishop Malcolm McMahon. Refreshments available afterwards. Please see the poster at the back of church. 
 

 
NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY 

 
In St Chad’s Parish Centre, 8.30pm 

 
The ‘Las Vegas Legends Show” 

Starring ANDY ROBERTS 
Award Winning Tribute Artist 

 
Tickets from Sue at £22.50 

Including Buffet 

 



 

THE PARISH CRIB will be put up in the church after 10.30 Mass TODAY, Dec 15th.   All able bodied men and women are asked 
to spare half an hour to help; many hands will make light work!  Thank you. 
 
CHRISTMAS FLOWERS: If you would like to dedicate a Poinsettia to someone, please give your name, a donation of £5 and the 
dedication in one of the envelopes in the porch or give the details to Pauline Wilson or any of the flower arrangers. Thank you  
 

CAFOD:  WORLD GIFTS: Don’t forget to collect your catalogue and please take one for your family, friends and neighbours.  We 
have more available in the Sacristy.  
 
CHRISTMAS DRAW:  A list of prize winners is available in the porch. Josie thanks everyone for all their help 
 

CHRISTMAS CARDS, Cribs, Candles etc. are on sale at the back of church until the end of Advent. 
 
THE LITTLE CHURCH group has bought World Gifts totalling £50. The children chose gifts to help needy children with their 
education. Thanks to those who have supported Little Church coffee mornings this year – your contributions have helped to  
fund this. 
 

WALK WITH ME: These little books with thoughts and meditations for Advent and Christmas, and a Foreword by Cardinal 
Nichols, are now in the porch for just £1 each. Apologies for their late arrival, but there is a page per day up to the feast of  
the Epiphany.  

 
NUGENT CRIB APPEAL: The Nugent Society supports children and adults who are living in poverty across the Archdiocese. 
Advent is a season when we try to strengthen our relationship with Jesus, so we are invited to encourage visitors to the Crib  
to donate to the Appeal.  Our blue box for donations will be near the Crib from Christmas Day.  

 
RECYCLING:  Please put the following items in the box provided at the back of church. Batteries, Computer toners and 
cartridges, spectacles, old mobile phones, pens and unused Charity bags. These will be passed on to school for recycling.  
Thank you very much. 
 

HELP THE HOMELESS – CHORLEY:  For Christmas the Charity we support like to make up special parcels for their needy 
clients.  Suggested donations to the tub in the porch can include toiletries (eg, tooth brushes, soaps, face cloths) and little gifts 
(crayons, writing pads, chocolates, sweets, puddings) NB. No donations after 15th December. 
 

STAMPS FOR DERIAN HOUSE:  Please remember to place used (cut from envelopes) and unwanted postage stamps in the box 
at the back of church.  They are taken to Derian House where they help to raise funds for our local children’s charity.  Now that 
Christmas is here let’s gather a bumper crop from cards that arrive in the post.  

 
MEDJUGORJE IRISH CENTRE organises pilgrimages to Medjugorje throughout the year.  Between April and October 
pilgrimages of 7 nights stay and Airport Shuttle service from Dubrovnik or Split cost £266 per person sharing. 
A poster at the back of church gives more information or tel. 02032398662 or visit www.med-irishcentre.com  

 
RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION: If anyone is unable to get to church and wishes to receive Holy Communion regularly  
at home or can get to church but has difficulty going to receive Holy Communion we can help. Please let Josie Noblet  
or Elizabeth Humphrey know and they will make the necessary arrangements for you. 
 
GIFT AID ENVELOPES and STATEMENTS: These have been removed from the back of church as we have been advised by  
the Archdiocese that they should not be left out for collection.   
Please see Peter Hughes or Elizabeth Humphrey if you require yours. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE:  Please contact St Joseph’s Presbytery (01257 262713) if any member of your family is admitted to 
Chorley Hospital and would appreciate a visit. In an emergency the hospital will contact the on-call Catholic Priest. Ask any  
staff member to arrange this. 
 
FEAST OF THE WEEK: Sat 21st December, St Peter Canisius SJ was a Dutch Jesuit and associate of St Ignatius. Through his 
preaching and popular catechism he won many lapsed and wavering Catholics to the Church during the Counter-Reformation.  
He died in 1597 and is acclaimed as the ‘second Apostle of Germany’. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIVERPOOL ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC. Reg Charity No 232 

   BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGES 
  

Baptisms and Marriages are by appointment only. Initial enquiries should be made personally 
to Fr Peter Stanley - 01257 262713. A minimum of 6 months’ notice is needed for a Marriage. If a specific  

date is required for a Baptism or a Marriage please ensure it is available before making 
 

 


