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NEWSLETTER  5th January 2020, FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY, Year A 
 

 We saw his star as it rose    Mt.2:1-12 

       There are many questions we could ask about today’s Gospel: When exactly did this 
happen? How soon after the birth of Jesus? Where did it happen? There is no mention of the 
stable, only of Bethlehem. How many wise men were there? Matthew does not say. Presumably 
the number three grew out of there being three gifts. 
Who were the “wise men”? In English they are called ‘Magi’. Originally a designation of the 
Persian priestly caste, who were regarded as having more than human knowledge. They were 
interpreters of dreams and readers of the skies, astrologers, even magicians. How could they 
follow a star? 
        Such questions miss the point. Today links the light of the star with Jesus as the Light of 
the World.  Although Bethlehem was very close to Jerusalem, no Jewish leader is found making 
his way to visit the Child. On the other hand, we have these foreigners, these outsiders coming 
to worship the Child. The contrast is deliberate; it means that Gentiles now share the same 

inheritance, a reminder to us that for God there are no foreigners, no outsiders. Everyone can pray “our” Father. There is not one 
single exception. And if God is Father/Mother of every single person, then every single person in this world is my sister or 
brother. 
        Today we are called to live our lives in such a way that in our words to people and about people, in our actions with people, 
it will always be as a caring brother or sister. 
        The Magi are led to the Child by a star. Their lives were spent watching the stars. But this was a new star they had never 
seen before. It led them to Jesus, the Son of God. They now forgot all other stars and bowed down, offered precious gifts, laid 
them at the feet of the Child and worshipped Him. 
        This Child is the new and only Star with a message of Good News for the whole world. That message is the coming of God’s 
Kingdom for everyone.  (Sacred Space) 

 
MASSES/INTENTIONS 
 

Sat 4th Jan  NO VIGIL MASS 
Sun 5th Jan   10.30am  MASS    Rita and Rosemary Carty 
Mon 6th Jan  No Mass or Eucharistic Service 
Tue 7th Jan 9.15am   Eucharistic Service 
Wed 8th Jan  9.15am  Eucharistic Service 
Thu 9th Jan  No Mass or Eucharistic Service 
Fri 10th Jan  No Mass or Eucharistic Service 
Sat 11th Jan  NO VIGIL MASS 
Sun 12th Jan  10.30am  FAMILY MASS   Cicely and Frank Billington 
 
Weekend Mass times. Please check newsletters for weekday Mass times. 
St Chad's: Sunday 10.30am 
St Joseph's: Harpers Lane: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 4.30pm 
St Bede's: Sat 6.30pm, Sunday 11.00am 
St Gregory's: Sun 9.30am, 11.00am, 6.30pm                   
 

CONFESSIONS:  Saturdays 10.30am – 11.30am at St Joseph’s Harpers Lane, Chorley 
  

RECENTLY DECEASED:  Mary Hollinghurst, Kevin James Walsh, Lily Day (Norman White’s sister) 
 

ANNIVERSARIES:   
 

READERS: Sun 12th Jan School children 
 
COLLECTIONS:   
Dec 22nd £391.65 incl £257.85 Gift Aided Dec 24th/25th £849.06 incl £320.25 Gift Aided 
Dec 29th £272.67 incl £191.75 Gift Aided   
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WALK WITH ME: These little books with thoughts and meditations for Advent and Christmas, and a Foreword by Cardinal 
Nichols, are now in the porch for just £1 each. There is a page per day up to the Feast of the Epiphany. 

DIARIES for 2020, which include the Mass, are on sale now for only £1.50. Please put the money for them, or a Walk with me 
booklet, in any slot of the money box.  It all goes to our Treasurer.  Thank you. 

NUGENT CRIB APPEAL: Have you donated a Christmas gift for poor children and the elderly yet?  The collection box (Blue) is 
by the crib.  Nugent, at the moment, has over 500 children across the North West waiting for adoption.  If you are interested 
please contact 01744 613 041 or visit youcanadopt.org.uk 

RECYCLING:  Please put the following items in the box provided at the back of church.  Batteries, Computer toners and 
cartridges, spectacles, old mobile phones, pens and unused Charity bags. These will be passed on to school for recycling.  Thank 
you very much. 

STAMPS FOR DERIAN HOUSE:  Please remember to place used (cut from envelopes) and unwanted postage stamps in the box 
at the back of church.  They are taken to Derian House where they help to raise funds for our local children’s charity.  Let’s 
gather a bumper crop from Christmas cards that arrive in the post.  

AN OCTAVE OF PRAYER for Christian Unity runs from Sat 18th Jan to Sat 25th Jan.  

MEDJUGORJE IRISH CENTRE organises pilgrimages to Medjugorje throughout the year.  Between April and October 
pilgrimages of 7 nights stay and Airport Shuttle service from Dubrovnik or Split cost £266 per person sharing.  A poster at the 
back of church gives more information or tel 02032398662 or visit www.med-irishcentre.com  

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION: If anyone is unable to get to church and wishes to receive Holy Communion regularly at 
home or can get to church but has difficulty going to receive Holy Communion we can help. Please let Josie Noblet or 
Elizabeth Humphrey know and they will make the necessary arrangements for you. 

GIFT AID ENVELOPES and STATEMENTS: These have been removed from the back of church as we have been advised by the 
Archdiocese that they should not be left out for collection.  Please see Peter Hughes or Elizabeth Humphrey if you require yours. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  Please contact St Joseph’s Presbytery (01257 262713) if any member of your family is admitted to 
Chorley Hospital and would appreciate a visit. In an emergency the hospital will contact the on-call Catholic Priest. Ask any staff 
member to arrange this. 

FEAST OF THE WEEK:  Tues. 7th January. St Raymond of Penyafort, 1180-1275, was born in Spain. He studied in Barcelona, 
excelling in Civil and Canon Law.  For two years he was Archdeacon of Barcelona and joined the Dominican Order in 1221. He 
loved both solitude and meeting people and was successful in bringing about reconciliations with the Church. In 1238 he was 
elected Master-General of the Order and thereupon set about revising the Order’s Constitution.  He was canonised in 1601.  

 

 
   BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGES  

Baptisms and Marriages are by appointment only. Initial enquiries should be made personally to Fr Peter Stanley – 01257 262713.  A minimum of 
6 months’ notice is needed for a Marriage. If a specific date is required for a Baptism or a Marriage please ensure it is available before making any 

other arrangements to avoid disappointment. We always do our best to accommodate everyone’s wishes. 


