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NEWSLETTER  23rd  February 2020, Week 7, Year A

  Love your enemies, pray for those who persecute you.   Mt 5:38-48

      In today’s Gospel, Jesus again reminds his hearers that more is expected of his disciples
  than was laid down in the Old Testament. “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an
  eye and a tooth for a tooth’.” That sounds like a command to take vengeance. But Jesus
  proposes a quite different approach: to turn the other cheek. In the way in which Jesus
  understands it, turning the other cheek is not weakness; it requires tremendous inner
  strength and security.                                                                                                

   Jesus goes further “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbour and
  hate your enemy’. But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
  you”. ‘To love’ in the Gospel context here means to ‘wish the wellbeing of’. Far from being 

unreasonable to pray for such people, there are no people who need our prayers more. Jesus concludes, “Be 
perfect, then, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” God stretches out his caring love to all, good and bad, and he 
does not love the bad less than the good. We are being called on to recognise and respond to God’s presence in 
every single person and creature that we meet. Irrespective of how they behave.    (Sacred Space)

MASSES / INTENTIONS

Saturday 22nd February NO VIGIL MASS

Sunday 23rd  February 10.30am  MASS     Peter Marsden R.I.P.

Monday 24thh  February No Mass or Eucharistic Service

Tuesday  25th    February 9.15am  Eucharistic Service

Wednesday 26th February ASH WEDNESDAY  
9.30am Eucharistic Service  with the school children
6.30pm MASS                                                   Bernard Routledge R.I.P.
Ashes will be distributed on both occasions.

Thursday  27th February No Mass or Eucharistic Service

Friday 28th  February 11.30am Funeral Service - Janet McLaughlin

Saturday 29th  February NO VIGIL MASS

Sunday    1st March 9.15am  MASS                                    Dennis Gray (Anniversary)

 
WEEKEND MASS TIMES FROM WEEKEND 29  th  /1  st   March  Please check newsletters for weekday Mass times.
St Chad's: Sunday 9.15 am
St Joseph's,Chorley: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30 & 10.30am, 4.30pm
St Bede's: Sat 6.30pm, Sunday 11.00am
St Gregory's: Sat, 6.00pm, Sun 9.30am, 11.00am, 6.30pm

CONFESSIONS: Saturdays 10.30–11.30am at St Joseph’s Chorley

ANNIVERSARIES: Veronica Mary Holden, Anthony Clitheroe, 
William Henry Singleton 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Bernard Routledge, Dennis Gerrard , Janet
Mc Laughlin, Elizabeth Peel, Jack Robinson.  Jack died, aged 98, on
20.02.2020 at his home in Whittle. R.I.P.  Funeral details to be
announced.

SICK AND HOUSEBOUND:  George Morris, Peter Deacon, Amy Greenhalgh,
Vincent Cahill, Margaret Gray, Thomas Hesse, Ray Briant, Winifred Baxendale,
Rosalia Lakot

Fr Peter’s Farewell
           During the eight months that I’ve had 
      the privileged responsibility for the Parish 
      of St. Chad’s, I am genuinely sad that this 
      will be my last weekend with you all. You 
      are a Parish with a great sense of 
      commitment, people working together 
      so well. I’ve  always  has a ‘soft spot’ for 
      St. Chad’s. The atmosphere is always truly
      remarkable.  
            I am very proud to have been the 
      Priest-in-Charge of such a great parish
      community, people who give so much for 
      the love of the Church. ‘Oremus pro invicem’  
     (‘Let us pray for each other’).         
                  Fr. Peter  Stanley



READER: Sun 1st March  M. Gamble

COLLECTION:  February 16th  £300.05 including £226.05 Gift Aided.

POINSETTIA PLANTS are available at the back of church for you to choose and take home. A small donation would be 
appreciated. Please put the money in the ‘Flowers’ slot of the money box on the counter top. 

SYNOD 2020 WORKSHOP:  Theme 4: Building Community, Nurturing Belonging.  This final workshop will take 
place in St Chad’s Parish Centre on Tuesday 25th Feb. at 7.30pm.  Please attend if at all possible.           

APPOINTMENT OF DEANS: The terms of office of the current Deans expire on 29th February. In view of Synod 
2020, and the likely restructuring of Pastoral Areas that will ensue, the appointments will be effective from 1st 
March 2020 and will be for one year only. Fr. Graeme Dunne from St. Gregory’s has been appointed Dean for the
Chorley Pastoral Area. 

ASH WEDNESDAY: 26th February. A day of fasting and abstinence. On this day blessed ashes will be imposed on 
our foreheads during the 9.30am Eucharistic Service and the 6.30pm Mass.  Collection of Lenten Alms begins on 
this day; please place your donations throughout Lent in  the blue box, by the side of the choir loft door in the 
porch. 

THE SEASON OF LENT marks the Church’s preparation for Easter. It is a season for recalling our Baptisms and 
the promises made for most of us and for consideration of the theme of Repentance.

‘WALK WITH ME’ Leaflets. Copies are available in the porch, at £1 each. They are a Lenten Journey of Prayer for 
2020.  Cardinal Vincent Nichols says in his introduction,’Once again we set out on this time of penitential 
pilgrimage, fully aware of the mercy of God, confessing our sinfulness, and receiving again the new life of Easter. 
This year we pay special attention to Mary, given to us as our Mother. On 29th March we will again dedicate this 
land to Mary.  She will bring us to Jesus’.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS:  As in previous years, Stations of the Cross will be held on Thursday evenings at 
7pm during Lent beginning Thursday 5th March 2020. 

FAMILY FAST DAY:  Friday, 6th March.  Please ensure you have collected your gift envelope / leaflet and Prayer 
card from the porch.  CAFOD supports highly trained local experts around the world who help to ensure the good 
health of the world’s poorest families.  Sr Consilia is one of these people.  She is a nun in an out-of-town Health 
Centre in Zimbabwe, and a trained pharmacist saving lives each and every day.  Without support like ours, her 
brilliant work couldn’t continue as funding wouldn’t be available.  CAFOD wants to train more local experts like Sr 
Consilia to reach out to more people who need treatment, care and love.

ST CHAD’s 200 CLUB: this aims to provide income for the parish/school levy for our diocesan schools by means 
of a monthly draw.  As the new financial year is about to start, now is the time to renew your shares or take out 
new ones for the next 12 months. The subscriptions have been increased to £15 this year to cover the cost of the 
Archdiocesan levy invoice. All shares are entered in a monthly draw which takes place in the school.  Money can be
paid by cash or cheque and can be given to Mrs Olga Lowe or Mr Peter Hughes, one of the collectors or handed in 
at the school office.  Please make cheques payable to St Chad’s School Fund, and print your name, address and 
telephone number in full on the envelope containing the money.  Information leaflets will be handed out after Mass
on Sunday. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE.  Please contact St Joseph’s Presbytery (01257 262713) if any member of your family is admitted to 
Chorley Hospital and would appreciate a visit.  In an emergency the hospital will contact the on-call Catholic Priest.  Ask any staff   
member to arrange this.

RECYCLING:  Please put the following items in the box provided at the back of church.  Batteries, Computer 
toners and cartridges, spectacles, old mobile phones, pens and unused Charity bags. These will be passed on to 
school for recycling.  Thank you very much.

STAMPS FOR DERIAN HOUSE:  Please remember to place used (cut from envelopes) and unwanted postage 
stamps in the box at the back of church.  They go to Derian House where they help to raise funds.

.    

BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGES 

Baptisms and Marriages are by appointment only. Initial enquiries should be made personally to Fr Peter Stanley – 01257 262713.  A minimum of 
6 months’ notice is needed for a Marriage. If a specific date is required for a Baptism or a Marriage please ensure it is available before making any

other arrangements to avoid disappointment. We always do our best to accommodate everyone’s wishes.
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