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NEWSLETTER  16th  February 2020, Week 6, Year A       
 

I have not come to abolish the Law but to complete it   Mt 5:17-37 

        In today’s Gospel Matthew emphasises the relation between Jewish Law and the 
  teaching of Jesus. Matthew reassures us that Jesus did not come to abolish the Law and the 
  prophets but to bring them to completion. He introduced a completely new way of thinking. 
  For Jesus, just to keep the Law externally is not enough. 
        The Scribes and the Pharisees kept the Law and the Commandments very carefully. But 
Jesus would say that, though they observed the external requirements of the Law, they did not 
have the spirit which is the foundation of the Law: to love God and to love the neighbour as 
oneself. For Jesus, we cannot separate our relationship with God and our relationship with 

people. If we cannot find God in our brothers and sisters, we cannot say that we really love God. We cannot say we love Jesus if 
we are hurting others. 
     True Christians do not ask whether something is against the Law or not. They love God, they love Jesus, they love their 
brothers and sisters. Their only concern is how they can serve and love them more and more. They want to work with Jesus and 
with his brothers and sisters to build the Kingdom of God. No matter how much they do, they know they can still love more and 
do more and be more.    (Sacred Space) 
 
MASSES / INTENTIONS 
Saturday 15th February  NO VIGIL MASS 

Sunday 16th  February  10.30am 
  1.00pm 

MASS 
Baptism 

Gertrude Kavanagh 
Halle Florence Graves 

Monday 17th  February  No Mass or Eucharistic Service 

Tuesday   18th  February  9.15am Eucharistic Service  

Wednesday 19th  February  9.15am Eucharistic Service  

Thursday   20th  February  No Mass or Eucharistic Service 

Friday 21st  February  No Mass or Eucharistic Service 

Saturday 22nd February  NO VIGIL MASS 

Sunday     23rd  February  10.30am MASS  Peter Marsden R.I.P 
 
Weekend Mass times. PLEASE SEE NOTE BELOW ON CHANGE OF TIMES OF WEEKEND MASSES 
                                    Please check newsletters for weekday Mass times. 
 
St Chad's: Sunday 10.30am 
St Joseph's: Harpers Lane: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30am, 4.30pm 
St Bede's: Sat 6.30pm, Sunday 11.00am 
St Gregory's: Sun 9.30am, 11.00am, 6.30pm                   

CONFESSIONS:  Saturdays 10.30am – 11.30am at St Joseph’s Harpers Lane, Chorley. 
 
CHANGES IN WEEKEND MASS TIMES   At the end of February Fr Mark Beattie will be taking up the role of Parish Priest of St 
Bede’s and St Chad’s parishes.  From the weekend of 29th Feb / 1st March Mass times will be: 

Saturday  6.00pm Vigil Mass at St Bede’s 
Sunday  9.15am Mass at St Chad’s 
 11.00am Mass at St Bede’s 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED:  Bernard Routledge, Dennis Gerrard, Janet McLaughlin.   

ANNIVERSARIES:  Agnes Mary Clayton, James Bickerstaffe, Veronica Holden   



 
 

READER: Sun 23rd  Feb S Woods 

COLLECTION  9th  Feb £264.01 including £181.00 Gift Aided. 
 
DATE FOR THE DIARY: Wednesday,18th March, feast of Blessed Roger Wrenno, patron of the Chorley Pastoral Area.  At 6.30pm, 
in St Mary’s church, a celebration of the Eucharist (Mass) will be held to which everyone in the Chorley Pastoral Area is warmly 
invited. The priests of the Pastoral area will concelebrate.  This event, which hopes to bring all parishes together in a common 
celebration of the Eucharist, is still at the planning stage and, if anyone wishes to become involved please contact Elizabeth 
Humphrey for more details.   

CHORLEY CIRCLE CATENIAN LUNCH:  Sunday 23rd Feb at Shaw Hill. The Circle is subsidising the event so the cost is just £20 
per head.  All parishioners are invited.  To book please email Bill Critchley – billandpolly.critchley@virgin.net 
If email is not possible please phone 07801 020227. 
 
ST CHAD’s 200 CLUB: This aims to provide income for the parish/school levy for our diocesan schools by means of a monthly 
draw.  As the new financial year is about to start, now is the time to renew your shares or take out new ones for the next 12 
months. The subscriptions have been increased to £15 this year to cover the cost of the Archdiocesan levy invoice. All shares are 
entered in a monthly draw which takes place in the school.  Money can be paid by cash or cheque and can be given to Mrs Olga 
Lowe or Mr Peter Hughes, one of the collectors or handed in at the school office.  Please make cheques payable to St Chad’s 
School Fund, and print your name, address and telephone number in full on the envelope containing the money.  Leaflets will be 
handed out at Mass this weekend giving more details. 

SYNOD 2020 WORKSHOP:  Theme 4: Building Community, Nurturing Belonging.  This final workshop will take place in St 
Chad’s Parish Centre on Tuesday 25th Feb. at 7.30pm.  Please attend if at all possible. 

CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY is on Friday 6th March. Leaflets and prayer cards are in the porch, please take them. The emphasis 
this year will be on subsidising workers in clinics and medical centres, many of them nuns, who attend to the health needs of the 
poor.  The CAFOD team have released information that the child featured in last year’s appeal for help in supplying water, has 
since died of fever. His parents have asked that their loss should be passed on to all who helped and that prayers are said for 
their little son, Rabiul. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE.  Please contact St Joseph’s Presbytery (01257 262713) if any member of your family is admitted to 
Chorley Hospital and would appreciate a visit.  In an emergency the hospital will contact the on-call Catholic Priest.  Ask any staff 
member to arrange this. 

RECYCLING:  Please put the following items in the box provided at the back  of church.  Batteries, Computer toners and 
cartridges, spectacles, old mobile phones, pens and unused Charity bags. These will be passed on to school for recycling.  Thank 
you very much. 

STAMPS FOR DERIAN HOUSE:  Please remember to place used (cut from envelopes) and unwanted postage stamps in the box 
at the back of church.  They go to Derian House where they help to raise funds. 

FEASTS 

Mon 17th Feb  The seven founders of the Servite Order 
Fri 21st  Feb  St Peter Damien, Priest and Doctor 
Sat 22nd Feb  Chair of St Peter, Apostle 
 
FEAST OF THE WEEK:  In the middle of the 13th Century seven laymen of the city of Florence, left their wealthy homes to live 
as hermits on Monte Senario , 12 miles away.  They left behind the relaxed morality of the city and the Cathar Heresy which 
rejected the Sacraments, the doctrines of Heaven, Hell, Purgatory and the resurrection of the body.  They joined a confraternity 
of the Blessed Virgin and devoted themselves to prayer and caring for others. Eventually they founded the Order of Servites or 
Servants of Mary as friars, not monks, worked in towns and moved around Tuscany preaching and teaching. The order was 
recognised in 1304. Members came to England in the 19th Century.                                                   
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