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NEWSLETTER.   15th March 2020. LENT Week 3, Year A.

   A spring of water welling up into eternal life   Jn. 4:5-42 
   The theme of today’s Mass centres around water. Water is the source of life but also of 
destruction. We have the story of the Flood, the crossing of the Red Sea, and the water from the
rock for the Israelites in the desert. While the Gospel also shares this theme of water the story 
begins by Jesus showing himself as a person in need: tired, hungry and thirsty. It reminds us 
how genuinely human Jesus was. He asks help from a strange woman on her own who was also
a Samaritan, both reasons for him to avoid her.
    She is very surprised at his approach but Jesus turns the tables and offers her “living water”.
She took him literally, but Jesus says the water he will give is different. To drink it means never

to be thirsty again and to receive eternal life. This water that Jesus speaks about is God’s Spirit which comes to us in
Baptism and is closely linked to conversion and forgiveness of sin. Jesus’ goal is not just this ‘loose’ woman’s sin but
the whole town from which  she comes. Sinner that  she  is,  she will  become the agent  of  their  conversion and
salvation. 
      Jesus tells her that he is the Messiah. She is the first person in John’s Gospel to hear this revelation. It is precisely
because, as a religious outsider and a multiple sinner, she represents everyone who needs to hear it. People who are 
healthy do not need the doctor, only the sick. When the disciples return, they offer Jesus food but he tells them, “Not 
on bread alone does man live but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.” (Sacred Space)

MASSES / INTENTIONS
Sunday 15th March    9.15am MASS Jack Robinson (R.I.P)
Monday 16th March    9.15am MASS Michael Livesey (R.I.P)
Tuesday  17th March    No Mass or Eucharistic Service
Wednesday 18th March    9.15am Eucharistic Service
Thursday  19th March    9.15am

7.00pm
MASS
Stations of the Cross

Mary Benadel (R.I.P)

Friday 20th March    No Mass or Eucharistic Service
Sunday    21th March    9.15am MASS Vincent Noblet

CORONA VIRUS.  We have received further advice from the Archbishop to keep our people 
safe during the current Corona virus outbreak.  The full document can be read on the parish 
website  - www.stchads-southhill.org   Printed copies are available for those who would 
prefer them. Some of the measures we are implementing include:  Sign of Peace is suspended,
Holy Water Stoups have been emptied, Hymn books will not be used,  Mass leaflets will be 
disposed of immediately after Mass, all those attending Mass should sanitize their hands as 
they come into church using the dispensers available or their own products. The collection 
plate will not be passed round, please put your collection envelopes or cash offerings in the 
bags / baskets provided at the back of church.  Coffee mornings and similar gatherings will be
suspended.  The most vulnerable parishioners are advised not to attend large parish 
gatherings but stay at home. 

WEEKEND MASS TIMES 

St Chad's: Sunday 9.15 am
St Joseph's,Chorley: Sat 6.00pm, Sun 8.30 & 10.30am, 4.30pm
St Bede's: Sat 6.30pm, Sunday 11.00am
St Gregory's: Sat, 6.00pm, Sun 9.30am, 11.00am, 6.30pm

SICK AND HOUSEBOUND: George Morris, Peter Deacon, Amy Greenhalgh, Vincent Cahill, Margaret Gray, 
Thomas Hesse, Ray Briant, Winifred Baxendale, Rosalia Lakot.
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RECENTLY DECEASED:  Janet McLaughlin, Elizabeth Peel, Jack Robinson, Mary Benadel

ANNIVERSARIES:  Elizabeth Longton, Mary Loughlin, Albert Phillipson

READER:   Sunday 22nd March   P Hughes

COLLECTIONS:  March 8th    £293.76 incl £188.76 Gift Aided.

WEEKDAY MASSES:  Fr Mark will say Mass on Mondays and Thursdays at 9.15am at St Chad’s.

CONGRATULATIONS to Rt Rev Mgr Canon John Moran of St Mary’s, Harvington, Kidderminster on the 
50th Anniversary of his Ordination, 15th March.  We will keep him in our prayers.

RETIRING COLLECTIONS, Next Sunday, 22nd March for Nugent. This is a mandatory collection for help for deprived
young, elderly and disabled groups in our diocese. Last year we contributed well over £100.

COLLECTIONS IN OTHER PARISHES:  When attending Mass in other parishes please put money for the collection 
in one of your Gift Aid envelopes or a plain envelope clearly marked ‘FOR ST CHAD’S’  This will ensure that our parish 
receives all donations collected in other parishes.

MASS INTENTIONS:  Now that Fr Mark is saying three Masses each week, there are more opportunities for Mass 
requests to be made.  A Mass is a lovely way to remember a loved one or a friend or to mark a special occasion. We 
ask for so much in our prayers, why not say ‘Thank you’ with a Mass when prayers are answered.
  
AN INVITATION!  Are there any young people who would like to help at Mass as an Altar
Server?  If you are in Year 4 or above and would like to find out more about being an Altar Server
please say hello to Fr. Mark after Mass and he will let you know how to get involved. Thank you.

WALK WITH ME’ Leaflets. Copies are available in the porch, at £1 each. They are a Lenten Journey of
Prayer for 2020.  This year we pay special attention to Mary, given to us as our Mother. 

FEASTS: Tuesday, 17th March,  St Patrick, Bishop and Patron of Ireland
              Wednesday, 18th March, St Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop
              Thursday, 19th March, Solemnity of St Joseph, spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

FEAST OF THE WEEK:  On Tuesday we venerate St Patrick, about whom little is conclusively known.  He probably 
lived between 390 and 461, was born in Western Britain between the rivers Severn and Clyde and knew little about 
the true faith until captured by Irish pirates and held as a slave. From his six years in slavery before he was released 
or escaped he learnt about prayer and the Faith. He was eventually ordained into the priesthood and in 435 he 
returned to Ireland and established himself as Bishop in Armagh.  From there he made missionary journeys and wrote
sermons and lessons, which reveal his deep pastoral care and a determination to abolish paganism, idolatry and sun 
worship. 

COFFEE MORNING: Due to the Corona Virus infection the event planned for 22nd March has been cancelled.

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  Please contact St Joseph’s Presbytery (01257 262713) if any member of your family is 
admitted to Chorley Hospital and would appreciate a visit.  In an emergency the hospital will contact the on-call 
Catholic Priest.  Ask any staff member to arrange this.
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   BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGES 
Baptisms and Marriages are by appointment only. Initial enquiries should be made personally to Fr Mark – 01257 460154. A minimum of 
6 months’ notice is needed for a Marriage. If a specific date is required for a Baptism or a Marriage please ensure it is available before making any

other arrangements to avoid disappointment. We always do our best to accommodate everyone’s wishes.


