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NEWSLETTER. 29th  March 2020. LENT Week 5, Year A. 
 

  I am the Resurrection and the life Jn. 11:1-45 

    Just before giving life back to Lazarus, Jesus prays to his Father. Jesus is no mere  
  wonder-worker. He is simply doing the work of God his Father, the Creator, Source and  

  Giver of all life. 
    The “sign” about to take place is to lead people through Jesus to the Father who sent 
him. 
   Union with our God is the one and only meaning of our living. In today’s gospel, Lazarus 
   represents all those who are being brought back to life, life in God. He represents especially  
   all those who are brought into new life by baptism, sharing the very life of God. Baptism, as 
   Paul tells us, is both a dying to one’s past and an entry into new life. At Baptism a person 
   becomes “a new person” with a new life Those who are in the Spirit will want to give their  
   whole selves to the higher instincts of truth, love, compassion, sharing and justice. When we 
   are full of that Spirit then we have truly risen with Christ for his life is truly active in us.  
   We are both alive and life-giving. “I live, no, it is not I, but Christ who lives in me.”  

    (Sacred Space) 
 
MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK: 29th March, Patrick Matthews (Ann), 2nd April, Jack Robinson R.I.P, 5th April, Fred Southworth. 
 
SICK AND HOUSEBOUND: George Morris, Peter Deacon, Amy Greenhalgh, Vincent Cahill, Margaret Gray,  
Thomas Hesse, Ray Briant, Winifred Baxendale, Rosalia Lakot. 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED:  Jack Robinson, Mary Benadel 
 

 

     MASS INTENTIONS:  Fr Mark is saying Mass privately each day 
     and invites anyone who would like a Mass to be said for a particular 
     intention to get in touch with him on either Tel. No 01257 460154  
     or by email markbeattie@hotmail.com  A Mass is a lovely way to 
     remember a loved one or a friend or to mark a special occasion.  
     We ask for so much in our prayers, why not say ‘Thank you’ with a 
     Mass when prayers are answered. 

 

     ISOLATED PARISHIONERS If you know any parishioner who might 
     be feeling a bit isolated and who isn't on line Fr Mark would be very 
     happy to ring them if you think that would help. Please ring Father  
     or send an e-mail. (Details as above) Thanks.  
   
     IMPORTANT NOTICE:  Please contact St Joseph’s Presbytery  
     (01257 262713) if any member of your family is admitted to Chorley 
     Hospital and would appreciate a visit.  In an emergency the hospital  
     will contact the on-call Catholic Priest.  Ask any staff member to 
     arrange this. 
 

 
FOLLOW ST CHAD’S & ST BEDE’S ON FACEBOOK!  Fr Mark has 
set up a new Facebook group to enable us all to stay more closely 

        in touch with each other, particularly during these days when we 
        do not meet weekly as we’ve been used to. Everyone is invited to 
        take a look and join if they wish.   
        Go to:  Parishes of St Chad & St Bede 
                 https://www.facebook.com/groups/232935341437045/  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Streamed Masses 

 
St Gregory’s, Weld Bank, Chorley 

 
Sunday – 9.30am, 11am, 6.30pm 

Mon. Tues. Thurs. – 8.30am, 12 noon 
Wed. Sat. - 10am, 6pm 

Holy Hour, Wed. Sat. - 12 noon 

 
www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk 

 
Metropolitan Cathedral, Liverpool 

 
Sundays 9.00am live 

www.facebook.com/liverpoolmetropolitancathedral 
 

 From 11.00am recorded 

https://m.youtube.com/chanel/UCOiDR9mRmfn

Au05Yg3ifyMw 
 

Our Lady’s Shrine, Walsingham 

 
All Masses, Services, Benediction, Exposition etc  

are available by 24 /7 live streaming. Three Masses 
every day and Exposition throughout the night.   

walsingham.org.uk/livestream/ 

   BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGES  
 Baptisms and Marriages are by appointment only. Initial enquiries should be made personally to Fr Mark – 01257 460154. A minimum of  

6 months’ notice is needed for a Marriage. If a specific date is required for a Baptism or a Marriage please ensure it is available before making any 
other arrangements to avoid disappointment. We always do our best to accommodate everyone’s wishes. 
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MASS READINGS FOR SUNDAY 29th MARCH. 
 
First reading.      Ezekiel 37:12-14  

I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live 

The Lord says this: I am now going to open your graves; I mean to raise you from your graves, my people, and lead you back to 

the soil of Israel. And you will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and raise you from your graves, my people. 

And I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live, and I shall resettle you on your own soil; and you will know that I, the Lord, 

have said and done this– it is the Lord who speaks. 
 

Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 129(130)  

 

Second reading   Romans 8:8-11  © 

The Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you 

People who are interested only in unspiritual things can never be pleasing to God. Your interests, however, are not in the 

unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made his home in you. In fact, unless you possessed the Spirit of 

Christ you would not belong to him. Though your body may be dead it is because of sin, but if Christ is in you then your spirit is 

life itself because you have been justified; and if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he who 

raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your own mortal bodies through his Spirit living in you. 
 

Gospel Acclamation   Jn11:25, 26  

Glory and praise to you, O Christ!  I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord;  whoever believes in me will never die. 

Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Gospel John 11:1-45 © 

I am the resurrection and the life 

There was a man named Lazarus who lived in the village of Bethany with the two sisters, Mary and Martha, and he was ill. It was 

the same Mary, the sister of the sick man Lazarus, who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair. The 

sisters sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, the man you love is ill.’ On receiving the message, Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end 

not in death but in God’s glory, and through it the Son of God will be glorified.’ 

 Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when he heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed where he was for two 

more days before saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’ The disciples said, ‘Rabbi, it is not long since the Jews wanted to 

stone you; are you going back again?’ Jesus replied: 

‘Are there not twelve hours in the day?  A man can walk in the daytime without stumbling  because he has the light of this world 

to see by; but if he walks at night he stumbles, because there is no light to guide him.’ 

He said that and then added, ‘Our friend Lazarus is resting, I am going to wake him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he is able 

to rest he is sure to get better.’ The phrase Jesus used referred to the death of Lazarus, but they thought that by ‘rest’ he meant 

‘sleep’, so Jesus put it plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead; and for your sake I am glad I was not there because now you will believe. But let 

us go to him.’ Then Thomas – known as the Twin – said to the other disciples, ‘Let us go too, and die with him.’ 

 On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days already. Bethany is only about two miles from 

Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to sympathise with them over their brother. When Martha heard that 

Jesus had come she went to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my 

brother would not have died, but I know that, even now, whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.’ ‘Your brother’ said Jesus 

to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I know he will rise again at the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said: 

‘I am the resurrection and the life. If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live, and whoever lives and believes in 

me will never die. Do you believe this?’ 

 ‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who was to come into this world.’ 

When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in a low voice, ‘The Master is here and wants to see you.’ 

Hearing this, Mary got up quickly and went to him. Jesus had not yet come into the village; he was still at the place where 

Martha had met him. When the Jews who were in the house sympathising with Mary saw her get up so quickly and go out, they 

followed her, thinking that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 

Mary went to Jesus, and as soon as she saw him she threw herself at his feet, saying, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother 

would not have died.’ At the sight of her tears, and those of the Jews who followed her, Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh 

https://universalis.com/20200329/mass.htm#copyright
https://universalis.com/20200329/mass.htm#copyright


 

that came straight from the heart, ‘Where have you put him?’ They said, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus wept; and the Jews said, 

‘See how much he loved him!’ But there were some who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind man, could he not have 

prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, Jesus reached the tomb: it was a cave with a stone to close the opening. Jesus said, 

‘Take the stone away.’ Martha said to him, ‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is the fourth day.’ Jesus replied, ‘Have I not told you 

that if you believe you will see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. Then Jesus lifted up his eyes and said: 

‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. I knew indeed that you always hear me, but I speak for the sake of all these who 

stand round me, so that they may believe it was you who sent me.’ 

 When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ The dead man came out, his feet and hands 

bound with bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, let him go free.’ 

Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had seen what he did believed in him. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 


