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NEWSLETTER.    EASTER SUNDAY 2020.  Year A. 

 
 My dear friends, I’ll be honest with you and admit that I’m finding this hard. I miss you. I don’t  
like praying the services of Holy Week having to imagine you are all here. I would rather we were 
together. It is a comfort though to know that I can pray for you. At the end of every Mass I make the 
blessing to the north, the south, the east and the west, making sure the blessing is “aimed”  
at every one of you. t’s a comfort to know that many of you can pray along with Masses and services 
on the internet and keep being a part of the great liturgy of the Church in your own homes. It was a 
big comfort to see so many homes decorated with palms and branches last Sunday – the church alive 
and well in so many places. I’ve been learning too about how people are being supported by the 
kindness of family and friends and sometimes of strangers. St Teresa wrote that Christ has no body 
now but yours. 
       She must be smiling from her place in heaven to see how Christ has so many hands and feet and 
kind words and smiles in our community today.  

I want to wish each one of you the Blessing of Easter. May you know in a new and deeper way the sure and certain hope that, 
through the cross and the grave, Jesus has changed the world for ever. Jesus asked us to take up our cross and to follow him, 
not because suffering is good, but because He knows that the cross is a doorway to a new and wonderful life. In our struggling 
from day to day with the challenges of our very altered lives there is a voice saying, “Follow me. Take my hand and walk with 
me. It will all be OK.”  
 
 On Easter Day perhaps each one of us can take a quiet moment alone to just say “thank you”. The hope, the certainty, 
of God’s victory and God’s unbreakable love is always there for us, no matter what darkness or Calvary we have to 
pass through. Jesus is offering hope today to all of us who are anxious or grieving or lonely or struggling with 
uncertainty. He invites us to trust Him, that He is always by our side. He invites us take hold of his hand and to 
walk with Him through the cross into His abundant new life.  I’m trying to learn lessons in these strange days 
about what we can do as a Parish to be a better support to those for whom self-isolation and self-distancing have 
been a reality for years. We can be connected to people via the internet too. I have been a bit slow in recognising 
the opportunities technology offers us in staying in touch with people. If you are learning any lessons for our 
parishes in these strange weeks please let me know. God is at work here. God is teaching us and we should be 
ready to listen to what He tells us.  
 I’m trying to learn lessons in these strange days about what we can do as a Parish to be a better support 
to those for whom self-isolation and self-distancing have been a reality for years. We can be connected to people 
via the internet too. I have been a bit slow in recognising the opportunities technology offers us in staying in touch 
with people. If you are learning any lessons for our parishes in these strange weeks please let me know. God is at 
work here. God is teaching us and we should be ready to listen to what He tells us.  
 I read a line on a t-shirt once that stayed with me. (Yes, it would probably be a bit more impressive if I quoted St 
Thomas Aquinas, but you’re getting a t-shirt!) It brings me back to hope and trust when I can’t see a way out of where we are. 
The t-shirt said, “Everything will be OK in the end. If it’s not OK it’s not the end.” This is the lesson of Holy Week. The story 
doesn’t end with a triumphant Palm Sunday. It doesn’t end with the apparent failure and defeat of the cross. Our story ends with 
the quiet beauty and  
joy of Easter morning and a world changed for ever by the merciful, self-giving love of God that we have  
seen in His Son Jesus.  
 May Easter renew the hope and love within you. Know that you are daily in my prayers. 
God bless you and all those you love, 
Fr. Mark 

 
  SICK AND HOUSEBOUND: George Morris, Peter Deacon, Amy Greenhalgh, Vincent Cahill, Margaret 
  Gray, Thomas Hesse, Ray Briant, Winifred Baxendale, Rosalia Lakot.Julie K, Anne Henrys, Pat Johnson,  
  Robert Rainford, Brenda Wrightson, Maria Reynolds, Richard Farnworth, Eileen Ainscough, Tony Morris, 
  Marie Barnish, Eileen Farnworth, Helen Witte, Peter Fishwick, Gabrielle Myerscough, Connie Foy, Mark 
  Smith and Marie Fowler neé Clayton. The residents of Highcliffe, Greenways, Brookside, Meadow Bank  
  Nursing homes and Brookhaven 
 
 
  RECENTLY DECEASED:  Mary O’Brien, Dorothy Franks 
 
 



 

  You will find the times when the great liturgies of Holy Week will be broadcast from St Gregory’s Church 
  at https://www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk/. 
  
Locally Streamed Masses can be found at www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk 
If you go to https://www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk you will see other churches in our diocese which are webcasting their services.  

Our Lady’s Shrine, Walsingham All Masses, Services, Benediction, Exposition etc are available by 24 /7 live streaming. Three 
Masses every day and Exposition throughout the night. www.walsingham.org.uk/livestream/  
 

 
 
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You.    Amen. 
 
 
MASS INTENTIONS: Fr Mark is saying Mass privately each day and invites anyone who would like a Mass to be said for a 
particular intention to get in touch with him on Tel. No 01257 460154 or by email. 
ISOLATED PARISHIONERS If you know any parishioner who might be feeling a bit isolated Fr Mark would be very happy to ring 
them if you think that would help. Please ring Father or send an e-mail. Thanks.  

FOLLOW ST CHAD’S & ST BEDE’S ON FACEBOOK! We have a group to enable us all to stay more closely in touch with each 
other, particularly during these days when we do not meet weekly as we’ve been used to. Everyone is invited to take a look and 
join if they wish. Look for “Parishes of St Chad & St Bede” https://www.facebook.com/groups/232935341437045/ 
 
 

Important: Holy Communion whilst in hospital. 

Please contact St. Joseph’s Presbytery if any of your family is admitted to Chorley Hospital 01257 262713. 
If any family member is admitted to Preston Hospital, please inform the chaplain on 01772 522435. 
If any family member is admitted to Wigan Infirmary, please inform the chaplain on 01942 822324. 

This request comes from the respective hospital chaplains. 

 

  
While our parish offices are closed this joint newsletter will be produced for both our parishes and placed on our notice boards 
and websites. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Easter Sunday   Readings at Mass 
 

First reading: Acts 10:34,37-43 

Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: ‘The truth I have now come to realise’ he said ‘is that God 
does not have favourites, You must have heard about the recent happenings in Judaea; about Jesus of 
Nazareth and how he began in Galilee, after John had been preaching baptism. God had anointed him with 
the Holy Spirit and with power, and because God was with him, Jesus went about doing good and curing all 
who had fallen into the power of the devil. Now I, and those with me, can witness to everything he did 
throughout the countryside of Judaea and in Jerusalem itself: and also to the fact that they killed him by 
hanging him on a tree, yet three days afterwards God raised him to life and allowed him to be seen, not by 
the whole people but only by certain witnesses God had chosen beforehand. Now we are those witnesses – 

   BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGES  
Baptisms and Marriages are by appointment only. Initial enquiries should be made personally to Fr Mark – 01257 460154. A minimum of  
6 months’ notice is needed for a Marriage. If a specific date is required for a Baptism or a Marriage please ensure it is available before making any 

other arrangements to avoid disappointment. We always do our best to accommodate everyone’s wishes. 
 



 

we have eaten and drunk with him after his resurrection from the dead – and he has ordered us to proclaim 
this to his people and to tell them that God has appointed him to judge everyone, alive or dead. It is to him 
that all the prophets bear this witness: that all who believe in Jesus will have their sins forgiven through his 
name.’ 
 

 

Psalm 117:1-2,16-17,22-23 
This day was made by the Lord: we rejoice and are glad. 
or 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 
for his love has no end. 

Let the sons of Israel say: 
‘His love has no end.’ 

This day was made by the Lord: we rejoice and are glad. 
or 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

The Lord’s right hand has triumphed; 
his right hand raised me up. 

I shall not die, I shall live 
and recount his deeds. 

This day was made by the Lord: we rejoice and are glad. 
or 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the corner stone. 

This is the work of the Lord, 
a marvel in our eyes. 

This day was made by the Lord: we rejoice and are glad. 
or 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
  

  

Second reading: Colossians 3:1-4 

Since you have been brought back to true life with Christ, you must look for the things that are in heaven, 
where Christ is, sitting at God’s right hand. Let your thoughts be on heavenly things, not on the things that 
are on the earth, because you have died, and now the life you have is hidden with Christ in God. But when 
Christ is revealed – and he is your life – you too will be revealed in all your glory with him. 
  

  
Alternative second reading: 1 Corinthians 5:6-8 

You must know how even a small amount of yeast is enough to leaven all the dough, so get rid of all the old 
yeast, and make yourselves into a completely new batch of bread, unleavened as you are meant to be. Christ, 



 

our passover, has been sacrificed; let us celebrate the feast, then, by getting rid of all the old yeast of evil and 
wickedness, having only the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
  
Gospel: John 20:1-9 

It was very early on the first day of the week and still dark, when Mary of Magdala came to the tomb. She 
saw that the stone had been moved away from the tomb and came running to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one Jesus loved. ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb’ she said ‘and we don’t know where 
they have put him.’ 

So Peter set out with the other disciple to go to the tomb. They ran together, but the other disciple, running 
faster than Peter, reached the tomb first; he bent down and saw the linen cloths lying on the ground, but did 
not go in. Simon Peter who was following now came up, went right into the tomb, saw the linen cloths on 
the ground, and also the cloth that had been over his head; this was not with the linen cloths but rolled up in 
a place by itself. Then the other disciple who had reached the tomb first also went in; he saw and he 
believed. Till this moment they had failed to understand the teaching of scripture, that he must rise from the 
dead. 
  

  
Alternative gospel: Matthew 28:1-10 

After the sabbath, and towards dawn on the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala and the other Mary went 
to visit the sepulchre. And all at once there was a violent earthquake, for the angel of the Lord, descending 
from heaven, came and rolled away the stone and sat on it. His face was like lightning, his robe white as 
snow. The guards were so shaken, so frightened of him, that they were like dead men. But the angel spoke; 
and he said to the women, ‘There is no need for you to be afraid. I know you are looking for Jesus, who was 
crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said he would. Come and see the place where he lay, then go 
quickly and tell his disciples, “He has risen from the dead and now he is going before you to Galilee; it is 
there you will see him.” Now I have told you.’ Filled with awe and great joy the women came quickly away 
from the tomb and ran to tell the disciples. 

And there, coming to meet them, was Jesus. ‘Greetings’ he said. And the women came up to him and, 
falling down before him, clasped his feet. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers 
that they must leave for Galilee; they will see me there.’ 
  

 


