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NEWSLETTER.    DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY  Year A. 19th April 2020 
 

  
Dear Friends, 
Today we remember the overwhelming mercy of God which we have witnessed 
in the events of Holy Week and Easter. Jesus is the Lamb of God who has taken 
away the sins of the world. We are all sinners. We know that truth in our hearts 
and it pains us.  
We often fail to live as the people we want to be. But now we can feel joy and 
peace in our hearts because our failures are not the end of the story. We are 
loved. We are forgiven. When God looks at us he sees his beloved daughter or 
his beloved son. As a parent forgives their child over and over again so our 
Father forgives us. I am always struck very forcefully by the gentle way Jesus is 
present to His disciples after the resurrection. He makes no reference to their 

behaviour during His passion, how their fear got the better of them. He just blesses them with peace. 
He breathes His Holy Spirit into them. He sends them to do His work in the world. Even with ‘doubting’ 
Thomas, Jesus only wants to heal him of his doubts and to draw him closer into the family of believers. 
The same risen Jesus is with you now in just the same way He was present to His friends in the Gospel 
today. Even behind locked doors, He is with you. He breathes His Holy Spirit into you. He wants to 
draw you closer to Himself. In these days of lock-down I hope it is a comfort to you that we are always 
in the presence of Jesus. We can talk to Him and share our hopes and our fears. We can hear Him say 
to us, just as He says in the Gospel, “Peace be with you.” And He can show us His wounds, the sign of 
how loved each one of us is, how precious we are to God. Please keep all our community in your 
prayers, that we might all know that we are not alone, but in the company of the Risen One. May God 
bless you and all those you love, 

Fr Mark  
 
 
SICK AND HOUSEBOUND: George Morris, Peter Deacon, Amy Greenhalgh, Vincent Cahill, Margaret Gray, Thomas Hesse,  
Ray Briant, Winifred Baxendale, Rosalia Lakot.Julie K, Anne Henrys, Pat Johnson, Robert Rainford, Brenda Wrightson,  
Maria Reynolds, Richard Farnworth, Eileen Ainscough, Tony Morris,Marie Barnish, Eileen Farnworth, Helen Witte, Peter Fishwick, 
Gabrielle Myerscough, Connie Foy, MarkSmith and Marie Fowler neé Clayton. The residents of Highcliffe, Greenways, Brookside, 
Meadow BankNursing homes and Brookhaven 
 
RECENTLY DECEASED:  Mary O’Brien, Dorothy Franks 
  
LOCALLY STREAMED MASSES can be found at www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk 
If you go to https://www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk you will see other churches in our diocese which are webcasting their services.  

Our Lady’s Shrine, Walsingham All Masses, Services, Benediction, Exposition etc are available by 24 /7 live streaming. Three 
Masses every day and Exposition throughout the night. www.walsingham.org.uk/livestream/  
 
MASSES FOR THOSE SUPPORTING THE SICK AND VULNERABLE  
In order to show a spiritual solidarity with all those who are involved in caring for our sick in hospitals and care homes, each 
week from next Thursday, a Catholic Bishop will celebrate Mass in their Cathedral which will be live-streamed for people to join. 
This will take place every Thursday at 7.00pm before the 8pm public show of thanks to health workers. This week: 23rd April 
Cardinal Vincent Nichols Westminster Cathedral. By visiting the Cathedral webpage, or the Bishops’ Conference Webpage 
(cbcew.org.uk) links for the live-streaming of these Masses can be found. 
 

 



 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You.    Amen. 
 
 
MASS INTENTIONS: Fr Mark is saying Mass privately each day and invites anyone who would like a Mass to be said for a 
particular intention to get in touch with him on Tel. No 01257 460154 or by email. 
 
ISOLATED PARISHIONERS If you know any parishioner who might be feeling a bit isolated Fr Mark would be very happy to 
ring them if you think that would help. Please ring Father or send an e-mail. Thanks.  

FOLLOW ST CHAD’S & ST BEDE’S ON FACEBOOK! We have a group to enable us all to stay more closely in touch with each 
other, particularly during these days when we do not meet weekly as we’ve been used to. Everyone is invited to take a look and 
join if they wish. Look for “Parishes of St Chad & St Bede” https://www.facebook.com/groups/232935341437045/ 
 
#YouAreNotAlone  At home shouldn’t mean at risk, but sadly for many people the lockdown has meant that they are trapped 

in isolation with their abuser under a pressurised situation. If you need support please contact the National Domestic Violence 
Helpline - 0808 2000 247 or www.nationaldomesticviolencehelpline.org.uk 
 
AN UPDATE OF RESOURCES FOR PRAYER provided by the Archdiocesan formation team 
Resources now available include: 
• Reflection for Second Sunday of Easter 
• Prayer cards to help families to pray together 
• A service for those unable to attend a funeral 
All can be downloaded at  https://www.liverpoolcatholicresources.com/  
or through   http://www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/ by clicking on ‘Prayer and Other Resources’. 
 
LIVE- STREAMING FROM THE NATIONAL SHRINE OF OUR LADY 
In addition to the regular programme there will be the following:  AN EIGHT DAY RETREAT 

Monsignor John Armitage will lead an Eight Day Retreat. This will start after Compline at 8pm on Sunday 19th April and finish on 
Sunday 26th April. Details of the retreat programme are given on the Shrine website: www.walsingham.org.uk 
 
CATECHESIS 
The Shrine is very grateful to Father Stephen Wang for allowing us to use his Sycamore Program. We shall be showing the 20 
half hour videos, starting on Monday 27th April. They will be shown at  10.30am and 4.00pm each day. 
  

More information is available each week from our parish websites and on our parish Facebook group.  
 
 

Important: Holy Communion whilst in hospital. 

Please contact St. Joseph’s Presbytery if any of your family is admitted to Chorley Hospital 01257 262713. 
If any family member is admitted to Preston Hospital, please inform the chaplain on 01772 522435. 
If any family member is admitted to Wigan Infirmary, please inform the chaplain on 01942 822324. 

This request comes from the respective hospital chaplains. 

 

While our parish offices are closed this joint newsletter will be produced for both our parishes and placed on our notice boards 
and websites. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Divine Mercy Sunday   Readings at Mass 

   BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGES  
Baptisms and Marriages are by appointment only. Initial enquiries should be made personally to Fr Mark – 01257 460154. A minimum of  
6 months’ notice is needed for a Marriage. If a specific date is required for a Baptism or a Marriage please ensure it is available before making any 

other arrangements to avoid disappointment. We always do our best to accommodate everyone’s wishes. 
 



 

 
First reading: Acts 2:42-47 
The whole community remained faithful to the teaching of the apostles, to the brotherhood, to the breaking 
of bread and to the prayers. 
The many miracles and signs worked through the apostles made a deep impression on everyone. 
The faithful all lived together and owned everything in common; they sold their goods and possessions and 
shared out the proceeds among themselves according to what each one needed. 
They went as a body to the Temple every day but met in their houses for the breaking of bread; they shared 
their food gladly and generously; they praised God and were looked up to by everyone. Day by day the Lord 
added to their community those destined to be saved. 
  

  

Psalm 117:2-4,13-15,22-24 
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end. 
Let the sons of Israel say: ‘His love has no end.’ 
Let the sons of Aaron say: ‘His love has no end.’ 
Let those who fear the Lord say: ‘His love has no end.’ 
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end. 
I was thrust down, thrust down and falling, but the Lord was my helper. 
The Lord is my strength and my song; he was my saviour. 
There are shouts of joy and victory in the tents of the just. 
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end. 
The stone which the builders rejected has become the corner stone. 
This is the work of the Lord, a marvel in our eyes. 
This day was made by the Lord; we rejoice and are glad. 
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end. 
  

  
Second reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9 
Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy has given us a new birth as his 
sons, by raising Jesus Christ from the dead, so that we have a sure hope and the promise of an inheritance 
that can never be spoilt or soiled and never fade away, because it is being kept for you in the heavens. 
Through your faith, God’s power will guard you until the salvation which has been prepared is revealed at 
the end of time. This is a cause of great joy for you, even though you may for a short time have to bear being 
plagued by all sorts of trials; so that, when Jesus Christ is revealed, your faith will have been tested and 
proved like gold – only it is more precious than gold, which is corruptible even though it bears testing by 
fire – and then you will have praise and glory and honour. You did not see him, yet you love him; and still 
without seeing him, you are already filled with a joy so glorious that it cannot be described, because you 
believe; and you are sure of the end to which your faith looks forward, that is, the salvation of your souls. 
   
Gospel: John 20:19-31 

 
 In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors
 were closed in the room where the disciples were, for fear of the 
Jews. 



 

 Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with 
 you’, and showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were 
 filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, 
 ‘Peace be with you. ‘As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.’  

 After saying this he breathed on them and said: ‘Receive the  

 Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, 
they are retained.’ 
Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. When the 
disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands 
and can put my finger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to 
believe.’ Eight days later the disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with them. The doors were 
closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, 
‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer but 
believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him: 
‘You believe because you can see me. Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ 

There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this book. 
These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this 
you may have life through his name. 
  
  
 
  


