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NEWSLETTER.   5h  SUNDAY AFTER EASTER  Year A. 10th May 2020 
 

 
Dear friends, 
The words of our Lord to his disciples on the night before his passion are given to us today as 
a timely gift. He says to each one of us, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God still 
and trust in me.” It is an invitation our Lord is always holding out to us to remember His love 
and to know that we are safe in His care. Perhaps our answer to Him today could be, “OK Lord, 
I’ll try not to worry, but please help me to remember that you are always with me. Help me to 
stop worrying and to trust in you.” 
  Jesus tells Thomas that He is ‘the way, the truth and the life’. For me these 
words are a challenge as well as a declaration of a deep truth. Jesus is the way through life, 
the way to the Father, if I choose to follow Him. There are many people who claim to be 
speaking the truth, but I need to keep turning back to Jesus to be reminded of what is really 
true. Only Jesus offers us the fullness of life, life in abundance, life without end. To accept 
Jesus as the Way, the Truth and the Life is a daily invitation to centre my choices more firmly 
in Him, in His words and His example. 
  It is looking like we could be in this strange time of social distancing for 
some time to come. We still need to be making an extra effort to protect those in our 
community who are most vulnerable to illness. This is an act of service that we can all play our 
part in living out. I’ll admit that I’m impatient for our life as a worshipping community to get 

back to normal, and I know that many members of our community are feeling this too, but I know that we have to give this as 
long as it needs. Maybe we can ask if there isn’t also a gift being offered to us now too – a bit more time to spend consciously in 
the presence the one who we know loves us, who asks us to trust Him, who invites us to grow in our discovery that He is truly 
the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
Keeping you all in my prayers, 
God bless you and your families, 
Fr. Mark  

 

SICK AND HOUSEBOUND: George Morris, Peter Deacon, Amy Greenhalgh, Vincent Cahill, Margaret Gray, Thomas Hesse,  
Ray Briant, Winifred Baxendale, Rosalia Lakot. Julie K, Anne Henrys, Pat Johnson, Robert Rainford, Brenda Wrightson,  
Maria Reynolds, Richard Farnworth, Eileen Ainscough, Tony Morris, Marie Barnish, Eileen Farnworth, Helen Witte, Peter Fishwick, 
Gabrielle Myerscough, Connie Foy, Mark Smith and Marie Fowler neé Clayton. The residents of Highcliffe, Greenways, Brookside, 
Meadow Bank Nursing Homes and Brookhaven 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED:  Please pray for Marie Clayton Flowler and Margaret Rigby who will be buried at St Bede’s this coming 
week.  Please pray also for their families at this difficult time 

  
LOCALLY STREAMED MASSES can be found at www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk 
If you go to https://www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk you will see other churches in our diocese which are webcasting their services.  
 

OUR LADY’S SHRINE, WALSINGHAM All Masses, Services, Benediction, Exposition etc are available by 24 /7 live streaming. 
Three Masses every day and Exposition throughout the night. www.walsingham.org.uk/livestream/  
 

MASSES FOR THOSE SUPPORTING THE SICK AND VULNERABLE  
In order to show a spiritual solidarity with all those who are involved in caring for our sick in hospitals and care homes, each 
week a Catholic Bishop will celebrate Mass in their Cathedral which will be live-streamed for people to join. This will take place 
every Thursday at 7.00pm before the 8pm public show of thanks to health workers.  
Celebrating on 14th May Bishop Robert Byrne CO,  St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle YouTube Channel  
 

 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You.    Amen. 



 

 

MASS INTENTIONS: Fr Mark is saying Mass privately each day and invites anyone who would like a Mass to be said for a 
particular intention to get in touch with him on Tel. No 01257 460154 or by email. 
 

ISOLATED PARISHIONERS If you know any parishioner who might be feeling a bit isolated Fr Mark would be very happy to 
ring them if you think that would help. Please ring Father or send an e-mail. Thanks.  

FOLLOW ST CHAD’S & ST BEDE’S ON FACEBOOK! We have a group to enable us all to stay more closely in touch with each 
other, particularly during these days when we do not meet weekly as we’ve been used to. Everyone is invited to take a look and 
join if they wish. Look for “Parishes of St Chad & St Bede” https://www.facebook.com/groups/232935341437045/ 

 

#YouAreNotAlone  At home shouldn’t mean at risk, but sadly for many people the lockdown has meant that they are trapped 

in isolation with their abuser under a pressurised situation. If you need support please contact the National Domestic Violence 
Helpline - 0808 2000 247 or www.nationaldomesticviolencehelpline.org.u 

 

SYNOD 2020 
A number of Members have been in touch to request that the current period of reflection on Synod during the COVID 19 
pandemic be extended to enable the fullest possible participation.  We are pleased to announce a two week extension with a new 
deadline of Monday 18 May 2020. 
Our social media content has increased during these weeks and includes additional resources to support our COVID 19 
reflections.  Please like/follow/share our pages.  Weare Synod2020 on three platforms:   
Like us on Facebook,  Follow us on Twitter, Find us on Instagram.  
With best wishes 
Fr Philip, Fr Matthew, Jacqui and Matt.   The Synod Office Team. 
Go to www.synod2020.co.uk to see the material and submit your ideas.   
 
AN UPDATE OF RESOURCES FOR PRAYER provided by the Archdiocesan Formation Team 
Resources now available include: 

 Reflection for the Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 Readings for the Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 Resurrection appearances, Matthew’s Gospel reflection 
 Domestic abuse: advice and support 
 Mental Health: advice and support 
 How to talk to children and teens about COVID-19 

 
All can be accessed / downloaded at https://www.liverpoolcatholicresources.com/ or through  
http://www.liverpoolcatholic org.uk/ by clicking on ‘Prayer and Other Resources 
 

 

Messages from Fr Mark 
Any parishioner wishing to make a donation electronically to their parish during lock down is now welcome to get in touch with 
me. Please e-mail me to either parish e-mail address and I can send you the form. People are also welcome to set up a regular 
Standing Order using the same form which you need to post to your bank. 
stchads.chorley@rcaol.org.uk 
stbedesclaytongreen@rcaol.org.uk 
Please say if your donation is for St Bede's or St Chad's. You are asked to make sure you attach your name with your donation if 
you want your gift to be included in the Gift Aid scheme. 
Please don't worry at all if this is not possible for you at the moment. We have really held back from making a big thing about 
money at a time when people have more important things on their minds. I have been approached by several people about his 
so I thought it was OK to share it here and on our parish websites.  
Also: 
We have received this notice from our Catholic Hospital Chaplains who have asked us to circulate it to parishioners. 
“ It is important for priests whose parishioners are in COVOD-19 wards to encourage families to ask the ward staff to invite one 
of the Chaplains to visit their loved ones.  The hospital will usually ask relatives if there is anything they believe their loved ones 
would like or need, and that would be the moment for families to tell the hospital staff that their loved one would appreciate the 
services of one of the Chaplains – for the Sacrament of the Sick, the Commendation of the Dying or Prayers for the Dead.  The 
hospital will often, understandable, not invite the Chaplain onto the ward without being prompted by the families of their 
patients”    
 

Important: Holy Communion whilst in hospital. 

Please contact St. Joseph’s Presbytery if any of your family is admitted to Chorley Hospital 01257 262713. 
If any family member is admitted to Preston Hospital, please inform the chaplain on 01772 522435. 
If any family member is admitted to Wigan Infirmary, please inform the chaplain on 01942 822324. 

This request comes from the respective hospital chaplains. 



 

While our parish offices are closed this joint newsletter will be produced for both our parishes and placed on our notice boards 
and websites. 
 
 

 
4th  Sunday of Easter  Vocations Sunday,  Readings at Mass 

 
 

5th Sunday of Easter  10th May 2020,  Readings at Mass 

First reading: Acts 6:1-7 

About this time, when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenists made a complaint against the Hebrews: in the daily 
distribution their own widows were being overlooked. So the Twelve called a full meeting of the disciples and addressed them, 
‘It would not be right for us to neglect the word of God so as to give out food; you, brothers, must select from among yourselves 
seven men of good reputation, filled with the Spirit and with wisdom; we will hand over this duty to them, and continue to 
devote ourselves to prayer and to the service of the word.’ The whole assembly approved of this proposal and elected Stephen, 
a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus of Antioch, a 
convert to Judaism. They presented these to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. 
The word of the Lord continued to spread: the number of disciples in Jerusalem was greatly increased, and a large group of 
priests made their submission to the faith. 

 

Psalm 32 

May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place all our hope in you. 
Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; for praise is fitting for loyal hearts. 
Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp, with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs. 
May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place all our hope in you. 
For the word of the Lord is faithful and all his works to be trusted. 
The Lord loves justice and right and fills the earth with his love. 
May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place all our hope in you. 
The Lord looks on those who revere him, on those who hope in his love, 
to rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive in famine. 
May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place all our hope in you. 

 

Second reading: 1 Peter 2:4-9 

The Lord is the living stone, rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him; set yourselves close to him so that you too, 
the holy priesthood that offers the spiritual sacrifices which Jesus Christ has made acceptable to God, may be living stones 
making a spiritual house. As scripture says: See how I lay in Zion a precious cornerstone that I have chosen and the man who 
rests his trust on it will not be disappointed. That means that for you who are believers, it is precious; but for unbelievers, the 
stone rejected by the builders has proved to be the keystone, a stone to stumble over, a rock to bring men down. They stumble 
over it because they do not believe in the word; it was the fate in store for them. 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a consecrated nation, a people set apart to sing the praises of God who called you 
out of the darkness into his wonderful light. 

 

Gospel: John 14:1-12 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God still, and trust in me. 
There are many rooms in my Father’s house; if there were not, I should have told you. 
I am going now to prepare a place for you, and after I have gone and prepared you a place, 
I shall return to take you with me; so that where I am you may be too. 
You know the way to the place where I am going.’  
Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going, so how can we know the way?’ Jesus said: ‘I am the Way, the Truth 
and the Life. No one can come to the Father except through me. 
If you know me, you know my Father too. From this moment you know him and have seen him.’ 

   BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGES  
Baptisms and Marriages are by appointment only. Initial enquiries should be made personally to Fr Mark – 01257 460154. A minimum of  
6 months’ notice is needed for a Marriage. If a specific date is required for a Baptism or a Marriage please ensure it is available before making any 

other arrangements to avoid disappointment. We always do our best to accommodate everyone’s wishes. 
 



 

Philip said, ‘Lord, let us see the Father and then we shall be satisfied.’ ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip,’ said Jesus to 
him ‘and you still do not know me? To have seen me is to have seen the Father, so how can you say, “Let us see the Father”? Do 
you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak as from myself: it is the 
Father, living in me, who is doing this work. You must believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; 
believe it on the evidence of this work, if for no other reason. 
I tell you most solemnly, whoever believes in me will perform the same works as I do myself, 
he will perform even greater works, because I am going to the Father. 


