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Sunday 16th August
Monday 17th August
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Wednesday 12th August
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Masses this week

Twentieth Sunday of Ordinary Time

Prayer of the Church: Week 4

St Chad’s 9.15am Parishioners. St Bede’s 11am
St Chad’s 9.15am
St Bede’s 9.15am Thanksgiving
NO MASS
St Chad’s 9.15am
St Bede’s 9.15am Brindle Family (RIP)
St Bede’s 6pm Beirut Disaster
St Chad’s 9.15am St Bede’s 11am Parishioners

Please pray for our sick and housebound:
Syd Newton, George Morris, Peter Deacon, Amy Greenhalgh, Vincent Cahill, Margaret Gray, Thomas Hesse,
Ray Briant, Winifred Baxendale, Julie K, Pat Johnson, Robert Rainford, Brenda Wrightson, Maria Reynolds,
Richard Farnworth, Eileen Ainscough, Tony Morris, Marie Barnish, Eileen Farnworth, Helen Witte, Connie
Foy and Mark Smith. The residents of Highcliffe, Greenways, Brookside, Meadow Bank Nursing Homes and
Brookhaven.
Recently Deceased:
Please pray for Nuala Loughran, Rosalia Lakot, Francis Flood, Peter Fishwick and Anne Henrys, who died
recently. May they rest in peace. We pray also for their families that God may comfort them.
Holy Communion whilst in hospital

Please contact St. Joseph’s Presbytery if any of your family is admitted to Chorley Hospital 01257 262713. If
any family member is admitted to Preston hospital, please inform the chaplain on 01772 522998. This
request comes from the respective chaplains.
Funerals, Baptisms and Weddings have now resumed in both our parishes. There is a government limit of
30 people in the church for these services and face coverings must be worn. Please contact us if you would
like more information. Thank you.
Gift Aid envelopes are now available at the back of St Chad’s Church. Please take care to only handle your
own box of envelopes when taking them. We hope the St Bede’s envelopes will be available soon. If you
would like to set up a standing order for your weekly offering to your Church please let us know and we can
send you a form that you give to your bank. You can also donate to your parish via bank transfer. Details of
how to do this are on our parish websites and notice boards. Thank you.

Dear friends,
Thank you for keeping the new rules about social distancing in Church so well. Our cautious re-opening has
gone very well and the work of our stewards and cleaners is greatly appreciated. Thank you for giving your
name and telephone number to us as you arrived at Church today. We need this information for the
government “test and trace”. Each week we will add new names to our list so that in future you will only need
to be ticked in by one of our volunteers as you arrive. We do need to take extra care at the back of our
churches to keep socially distant. It is very natural to want to talk to friends, especially if we haven’t seen
them for a while, but we need to keep each other as safe as we can by keeping our distance when inside. If
you have to come back into church after Mass for any reason please wait until everyone has left before doing
so to avoid bumping into someone in the doorway.
God bless, Fr Mark
Our Parish Records need to be updated.
Recent changes in data protection legislation mean that we are unable to store your personal details or to
contact you by telephone or e-mail or post without your written consent.
There are forms at the back of our churches for you to take away and complete, then return to us when you
can. If you know any parishioners who are not able to attend Mass at the moment but who are a part of our
parish community, please pass on a form to them too. This would have been a very valuable resource for the
parish during lockdown, but hopefully we can learn as we go along and get better at keeping in touch. Thank
you.
Volunteers needed:
If anyone would like to volunteer as a steward or a cleaner during and after Masses, please ring the parish
office for more details. If you are able to minister as a reader at any Masses, please let us know. Thank you.
We are looking for a few more volunteers to help with the flowers at St Bede’s. A couple of our volunteers
have had to step down recently. We are very grateful for the long service they have given to the parish. If you
would like to know more about being part of our flower team please let us know. Thank you.
Mass from our parishes is streamed on our Facebook page: “Parishes of St Chad and St Bede”
If you go to https://www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk you will see other churches in our diocese which
are webcasting their services.
Fr Mark will be on holiday from 17th August to 7th September. Fr Julius, who is currently studying in Rome,
will be with us while Fr. Mark is away. Fr Julius doesn’t drive and will need help moving between our two
churches and carrying out his priestly ministry. If you are able to volunteer, please let Fr Mark know this
weekend and we can give Fr Julius a few names he can call when he needs help. Fr Julius has previously
supplied at St Gregory’s in Chorley, so he knows the area quite well already. We are still looking for a few
more people to help.
It may not be possible to continue to stream our masses on Facebook while Fr Mark is away. If we have a
‘tech savvy’ parishioner who knows how to stream live on Facebook and could help with streaming our
services, could they have a chat with Fr Mark by Monday please to see what we can do while he is away?
Thank you.
St Bede’s Presbytery
During lockdown Fr Victor Walter, a priest of the Wrexham Diocese, began ministry at Wymott and Garth
prisons. He is currently living in St Bede’s Presbytery. We can officially welcome him now and hope he will
enjoy living among us. We ask all our parishioners to remember that the presbyteries are someone’s home.
Clare, our parish administrator, works in the office at St Bede’s and the regulations about safe working during
the pandemic are very clear. We are keeping contact with other people inside our buildings to a minimum.
Access to the presbyteries must be restricted to essential business until further notice. Thank you.
The Solemn Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into Heaven, 15th August, fell on Saturday
this year. The celebration of this great feast day will be kept at our Sunday Masses this weekend.

Readings for the Feast of the Assumption, Sunday 16th August
A reading from the book of the Apocalypse
The sanctuary of God in heaven opened and the ark of the covenant could be seen inside it.
Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman, adorned with the sun, standing on the moon, and with the
twelve stars on her head for a crown. She was pregnant, and in labour, crying aloud in the pangs of
childbirth. Then a second sign appeared in the sky, a huge red dragon which had seven heads and ten
horns, and each of the seven heads crowned with a coronet. Its tail dragged a third of the stars from the sky
and dropped them to the earth, and the dragon stopped in front of the woman as she was having the child,
so that he could eat it as soon as it was born from its mother. The woman brought a male child into the
world, the son who was to rule all the nations with an iron sceptre, and the child was taken straight up to
God and to his throne, while the woman escaped into the desert, where God had made a place of safety
ready. Then I heard a voice shout from heaven, ‘Victory and power and empire for ever have been won by
our God, and all authority for his Christ.’
The word of the Lord
Responsorial Psalm
On your right stands the queen, in garments of gold.
The daughters of kings are among your loved ones.
On your right stands the queen in gold of Ophir.
Listen, O daughter, give ear to my words:
forget your own people and your father’s house.
On your right stands the queen, in garments of gold.
So will the king desire your beauty:
He is your lord, pay homage to him.
They are escorted amid gladness and joy;
they pass within the palace of the king.
On your right stands the queen, in garments of gold.
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of all who have fallen asleep. Death came through one
man and in the same way the resurrection of the dead has come through one man. Just as all men die in
Adam, so all men will be brought to life in Christ; but all of them in their proper order: Christ as the firstfruits and then, after the coming of Christ, those who belong to him. After that will come the end, when he
hands over the kingdom to God the Father, having done away with every sovereignty, authority and power.
For he must be king until he has put all his enemies under his feet and the last of the enemies to be
destroyed is death, for everything is to be put under his feet.
The word of the Lord
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia! Mary has been taken up to heaven; all the choirs of angels are rejoicing. Alleluia!
Gospel: Luke 1:39-56
Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill country of Judah. She went into
Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in

her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said, ‘Of all women you are
the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should I be honoured with a visit from the
mother of my Lord? For the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy.
Yes, blessed is she who believed that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’
And Mary said: ‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord and my spirit exults in God my saviour;
because he has looked upon his lowly handmaid. Yes, from this day forward all generations will call me
blessed, for the Almighty has done great things for me. Holy is his name,
and his mercy reaches from age to age for those who fear him. He has shown the power of his arm, he has
routed the proud of heart.
He has pulled down princes from their thrones and exalted the lowly. The hungry he has filled with good
things, the rich sent empty away.
He has come to the help of Israel his servant, mindful of his mercy – according to the promise he made to
our ancestors – of his mercy to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ Mary stayed with Elizabeth about
three months and then went back home.

