
Sunday 27th September 2020 
Parish Priest: Fr. Mark Beattie 

  Telephone: 01257 460154 
St Bede’s Parish office is open on Thursday and Friday 10.00 – 14.00  
Telephone: 01772 335209  
St Chad’s telephone (to speak to Fr Mark) 01257 460154 
Parish Websites www.stbedesclaytongreen.co.uk   www.stchads-southhill.org  
Facebook page Look for “Parishes of St Chad and St Bede” and request to join the group. 
E-mail: stbedesclaytongreen@rcaol.org.uk or  stchad.chorley@rcaol.org.uk 

 

 
Masses this week 

27th September 2020     Twenty Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time. Year A 
Prayer of the Church: Week 2 

 

Saturday 26th September             St Bede’s 6pm         Michael Forshaw 
Sunday 27th September              St Chad’s 9.15am    Parishioners 
                 St Bede’s 11am       Frank Thompson (RIP) 
Monday 28th September       St Chad’s 9.15am    Vocations 
Tuesday 29th September  St Bede’s 9.15am    Philip Wright 
Wednesday 30th September  NO MASS 
Thursday 1st October  St Chad’s 9.15am    Sick and Retired Clergy 
Friday 2nd  October  St Bede’s 9.15am    Dave Crowther 
Saturday 3rd  October  St Bede’s 6pm         Our First Holy Communion Families 
Sunday 4th October                       St Chad’s 9.15am    Sick and housebound parishioners                                                          
                                                          St Bede’s 11am       Parishioners 
 
Please pray for our sick and housebound: 
Syd Newton, George Morris, Peter Deacon, Amy Greenhalgh, Vincent Cahill, Margaret Gray, Thomas Hesse, Ray Briant, Winifred 
Baxendale, Pat Johnson, Robert Rainford, Brenda Wrightson, Maria Reynolds, Richard Farnworth, Eileen Ainscough, Tony Morris, 
Marie Barnish, Eileen Farnworth, Helen Witte, Connie Foy, Neil Wilson and Mark Smith. The residents of Highcliffe, Greenways, 
Brookside, Meadow Bank Nursing Homes and Brookhaven. 
 
Holy Communion whilst in hospital 
Please contact St. Joseph’s Presbytery if any of your family is admitted to Chorley Hospital 01257 262713. If any family member 
is admitted to Preston hospital, please inform the chaplain on 01772 522998. This request comes from the respective chaplains. 
 
Live streaming of our Masses: Mass from our parishes is still being streamed on our Facebook page. Go to Facebook and look for 
“Parishes of St Chad and St Bede” and request to join the group. Apologies in advance for any technical hitches in our streaming 
which isn’t very professionally done. Fr Mark would appreciate some technical assistance from anyone with expertise in 
streaming to the internet. If anyone thinks they can help, please let him know. Thank you. 
  
Helping us pray: At www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk  you will see other churches in our diocese which are streaming their services. 
Each week the Archdiocese provides good resources to help us to pray with the readings used at weekend Masses. Go to 
www.liverpoolcatholicresources.com/ and click on ‘Prayer and Other Resources’. 
 

Wrap up for Mass. In the coming months we will still need to keep our doors open to allow the air in church to circulate. It is 
going to feel a bit colder during Mass. We will still keep all our services to under 30 minutes in line with current Covid 
regulations. If you can please try to arrive no more than 15 minutes before Mass starts unless you are acting as a steward. It is a 



help if people fill up from the front benches in both our churches and at St Bede’s to use the benches on the right-hand side of 
the church. This will allow people who arrive in church after you to find a bench near the door. Thank you.  
First Holy Communion: Please keep in your prayers the children who are still waiting to make their First Holy Communion this 
year, and their families. If you have a child who has now started Year 4 of Primary School and is in a school other than St Bede’s 
or St Chad’s please let us know if you would like them to make their Holy Communion in 2021. After consultation with our 
headteachers we have reluctantly decided to postpone our 2020 First Holy Communions until May 2021 when we hope things 
might be a little more “normal” again. Some families have requested a date for this year and we are very happy to make this 
possible. If you would like your child currently in year 5 to make their First Holy Communion this year under the current 
restrictions, please call Fr Mark on 01257 460154 and we can make that possible.  Thank you. 
  
New COVID-19 Regulations: We have been told this week that from 28th September until further notice only 4 adults may be 
present at a baptism. With the minister and the child being baptised this keeps those present within the rule of six. Funerals are 
limited to 30 people attending and 15 people may be present at a wedding. We have also been told that Holy Communion may 
not be taken to people in their homes at the present time. Please ring Fr. Mark on 01257 460154 if you are currently unable to 
attend Mass and would like to keep in touch with the parish. We can arrange for newsletters to be delivered and there may be 
other ways in which we can keep in touch. It would be great to hear from you. 

 
Gift Aid: Gift Aid envelopes are now available the back of our churches. Please try to touch only your own box when you take 
them. If you would like to set up a standing order for your weekly offering to your Church, please let us know and we can send 
you a form that you give to your bank. You can also donate to your parish via bank transfer. Details of how to do this are on our 
parish websites and notice boards.  
If you pay tax in the UK and would be prepared to make your weekly offering through Gift Aid, we have forms available to fill in 
at the back of our churches. It is a big help if you complete this form as we receive back from the government any tax you have 
paid on your donation to church which is a big help to our parish funds. Thank you. 
 
Brownedge Christians Together Food Bank urgently need new volunteers to help their important work. They need clerical 
support, volunteer drivers, and help checking food donations and filling bags. Donations of food and money are also needed. 
Please text 07811457866 or e-mail geoff.bctfb36@gmail.com if you are able to offer any help. 
Test and Trace: Thank you for continuing to let us know who is present at Mass by signing in when you arrive at church. Keeping 
these records is an important part of the conditions needed to allow us to continue to keep our churches open for worship, so 
your cooperation is much appreciated.  
 
Our Parish Records are being updated. Recent changes in data protection legislation mean that we are unable to store your 
personal details or to contact you by telephone or e-mail or post without your written consent. We have left forms at the back of 
our churches for you to take away and complete, then return to us when you can. If you know any parishioners who are not able 
to attend Mass at the moment but who are a part of our parish community, please pass on a form to them too.  
 
Volunteers needed. If anyone would like to volunteer as a steward or a cleaner during and after Masses, please ring the parish 
office for more details. If you are able to minister as a reader at any Masses, please let us know. Thank you. 
 
Restored Lives - Recovery from Divorce and Separation: The Restored Lives course is a series of six meetings by Zoom starting  
on Monday 12th October. The course is for any person who has been impacted by the end of a serious relationship whether 
separated, currently going through a divorce or already divorced, either recently or at any time in the past. Meetings are free, 
confidential, informative and affirming. For further details please contact Maureen O’Brien m.obrien@rcaol.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 27th September 2020    Readings at Mass 
 

1st reading from the Prophet Ezekiel  
The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows: ‘You object, “What the Lord does is unjust.” Listen, 
you House of Israel: is what I do unjust? Is it not what you do that is unjust? When the upright man renounces 
his integrity to commit sin and dies because of this, he dies because of the evil that he himself has committed.  
When the sinner renounces sin to become law-abiding and honest, he deserves to live. He has chosen to 
renounce all his previous sins; he shall certainly live; he shall not die.’ 



 
The word of the Lord 

 

Responsorial Psalm 
Remember your mercy, Lord. 
Lord, make me know your ways.  Lord, teach me your paths. 
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: for you are God my saviour. 
Remember your mercy, Lord. 
Remember your mercy, Lord, and the love you have shown from of old. 
Do not remember the sins of my youth. In your love remember me, 
because of your goodness, O Lord. 
Remember your mercy, Lord. 
The Lord is good and upright. He shows the path to those who stray, 
He guides the humble in the right path, He teaches his way to the poor. 
Remember your mercy, Lord. 
 
2nd reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians  
 

If our life in Christ means anything to you, if love can persuade at all, or the Spirit that we have in common, 
or any tenderness and sympathy, then be united in your convictions and united in your love, with a common 
purpose and a common mind. That is the one thing which would make me completely happy. There must be 
no competition among you, no conceit; but everybody is to be self-effacing. Always consider the other person 
to be better than yourself, so that nobody thinks of his own interests first but everybody thinks of other 
people’s interests instead.  
In your minds you must be the same as Christ Jesus: His state was divine, yet he did not cling to his equality 
with God but emptied himself to assume the condition of a slave, and became as men are; and being as all 
men are, he was humbler yet, even to accepting death, death on a cross. But God raised him high and gave 
him the name which is above all other names so that all beings in the heavens, on earth and in the 
underworld, should bend the knee at the name of Jesus and that every tongue should acclaim Jesus Christ 
as Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

The word of the Lord 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! If anyone loves me he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we shall come 
to him. Alleluia! 
 
Gospel: Matthew 21:28-32 
Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people, ‘What is your opinion? A man had two sons. He went 
and said to the first, “My boy, you go and work in the vineyard today.” He answered, “I will not go,” but 
afterwards thought better of it and went. The man then went and said the same thing to the second who 
answered, “Certainly, sir,” but did not go. Which of the two did the father’s will?’ ‘The first’ they said.  
Jesus said to them, ‘I tell you solemnly, tax collectors and prostitutes are making their way into the kingdom 
of God before you. For John came to you, a pattern of true righteousness, but you did not believe him, and 
yet the tax collectors and prostitutes did. Even after seeing that, you refused to think better of it and believe 
in him.’ 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 


