
Sunday 18th October 2020 
Parish Priest: Fr. Mark Beattie 

  Telephone: 01257 460154 
St Bede’s Parish office is open on Thursday and Friday 10.00 – 14.00  
Telephone: 01772 335209  
St Chad’s telephone (to speak to Fr Mark) 01257 460154 
Parish Websites www.stbedesclaytongreen.co.uk   www.stchads-southhill.org  
Facebook page Look for “Parishes of St Chad and St Bede” and request to join the group. 
E-mail: stbedesclaytongreen@rcaol.org.uk or  stchad.chorley@rcaol.org.uk 

Masses this week 
18th October 2020                    29th Sunday in Ordinary Time. Year A.        Prayer of the Church: Week 1 

Saturday 17th October           St Bede’s 6pm         Derek Shirtcliffe (RIP) 
Sunday 18th  October            St Chad’s 9.15am    Charlie Newport (RIP)                                                          
             St Bede’s 11am        Parishioners 
Monday 19th October            St Chad’s 9.15am    John Corcoran (RIP) 
Tuesday 20th October  St Bede’s 9.15am     Christine Mahon 
Wednesday 21st October  NO MASS 
Thursday 22nd October St Chad’s 9.15am    Sick and Retired Clergy Intentions 
Friday 23rd  October  St Bede’s 9.15am    Parishioners 
Saturday 24th  October St Bede’s 6pm         Ernest Metcalf (RIP) 
Sunday 25th October                St Chad’s 9.15am    Parishioners                                                          
                                                     St Bede’s 11am       Thanksgiving  
Please pray for our sick and housebound parishioners: 
Syd Newton, George Morris, Peter Deacon, Amy Greenhalgh, Vincent Cahill, Margaret Gray, Thomas Hesse, 
Ray Briant, Winifred Baxendale, Pat Johnson, Robert Rainford, Brenda Wrightson, Maria Reynolds, Richard 
Farnworth, Eileen Ainscough, Tony Morris, Marie Barnish, Eileen Farnworth, Helen Witte, Connie Foy, 
Katherine Yates and Mark Smith. The residents of Highcliffe, Greenways, Brookside, Meadow Bank Nursing 
Homes and Brookhaven.  
COVID-19 Regulations: Holy Communion may not be taken to people in their homes at the present time. 
Please ring Fr. Mark on 01257 460154 if you are currently unable to attend Mass and would like to keep 
more in touch with the parish. It would be great to hear from you even if just for a chat on the phone.  
Live streaming of our Masses: Mass from our parishes is being streamed on our Facebook page. Go to 
Facebook and look for “Parishes of St Chad and St Bede” and request to join the group. Fr Mark would 
very much appreciate some technical assistance from anyone with expertise in streaming to the internet. 
We need to put a wi-fi transmitter into Church to get a better signal and to allow us to use a better camera. 
If anyone thinks they can help, please let him know. Thank you.  
Helping us pray: At www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk  you will see other churches in our diocese which are 
streaming their services. Each week the Archdiocese provides good resources to help us to pray with the 
readings used at weekend Masses. Go to www.liverpoolcatholicresources.com/ and click on ‘Prayer and 
Other Resources’. 
More stewards are needed for our weekend and weekday Masses. If anyone would like to volunteer as a 
steward or a cleaner during and after Masses, please ring the parish office or Fr Mark for more details. Also 
if you are able to minister as a reader at any Masses, please let us know. It looks like we are going to need 
stewards for some time to come so more volunteers will make things a bit easier for our helpers. Thank 
you. 



Sacrament of Reconciliation: At present we are not permitted to celebrate this sacrament in the 
confessional. If anyone would like to make their confession, please telephone Fr Mark on 01257 460154 
and we can arrange to meet outside one of our churches. 
Wrap up for Mass. In the coming months we will still need to keep our doors open to allow the air in 
church to circulate. It is going to feel a bit colder during Mass. We will still keep all our services to under 30 
minutes in line with current Covid regulations. If you can please, try to arrive no more than 15 minutes 
before Mass starts unless you are acting as a steward. It is a help if people fill up from the front benches in 
both our churches and at St Bede’s to use the benches on the right-hand side of the church. This will 
allow people who arrive in church after you to find a bench near the door. Please remember to keep a one 
metre + distance from other people when leaving Church. Thank you.  
First Holy Communion: Please keep in your prayers the children who are still waiting to make their First 
Holy Communion this year, and their families. If you have a child who has now started Year 4 of Primary 
School and is in a school other than St Bede’s or St Chad’s please let us know if you would like them to 
make their Holy Communion in 2021. After consultation with our headteachers we have reluctantly 
decided to postpone our 2020 First Hoy Communions until May 2021 when we hope things might be a little 
more “normal” again. Some families have requested a date for this year and we are happy to make this 
possible. If you would like your child currently in year 5 to make their First Holy Communion this year under 
the current restrictions, please call Fr Mark on 01257 460154 and we can make that possible.  Thank you.  
Gift Aid: Gift Aid envelopes are now available the back of our churches. Please try to touch only your own 
box when you take them. If you would like to set up a standing order for your weekly offering to your 
Church, please let us know and we can send you a form that you give to your bank. You can also donate to 
your parish via bank transfer. Details of how to do this are on our parish websites and notice boards.  
If you pay tax in the UK and would be prepared to make your weekly offering through Gift Aid, we have 
forms available to fill in at the back of our churches. It is a big help if you complete this form as we receive 
back from the government any tax you have paid on your donation to church which is a big help to our 
parish funds. Thank you. 
Brownedge Christians Together Food Bank urgently need new volunteers to help their important work. 
They need clerical support, volunteer drivers, and help checking food donations and filling bags. Donations 
of food and money are also needed. Please text 07811457866 or e-mail geoff.bctfb36@gmail.com if you 
are able to offer any help. 
Thank you for your generosity for CAFOD’s coronavirus appeal this Family Fast Day. Our support will help 
to ensure our global family can survive, rebuild and heal. Thank you for your generosity and please keep 
our global family in your prayers at this time.” You can still donate online at cafod.org.uk/give or you can 
also give easily via text. Text CAFOD to 70085 to donate £10. (Texts cost £10 plus one standard rate text.) 
Any envelope marked “CAFOD” can always be left in the weekly collection basket and will be sent on to the 
right place. Thank you.  
At Masses this weekend we are celebrating World Mission Sunday. The Holy Father invites all Catholics to 
contribute to a special collection for Missio, his charity for world mission and by supporting the 
missionaries who work alongside communities that are poor or in need, regardless of their background or 
belief. Please pray for the mission of the Church throughout the world and give what you can. There will be 
a collection basket left at the back of church for your donation.  You can also donate online at missio.org.uk 
Thank you 
In November we remember in our prayers especially those who have died. We are starting to gather 
names for our “Pious List” of those who will be remembered in Masses in both our churches throughout 
November. We will honour Mass Intention requests that have already been handed in, but all other Masses 
will be offered for the names on our list.  
If you wish to include anyone on our Pious List, please write their name on a piece of paper and hand it in 
using an envelope marked “Pious List”. You may also include a donation for the parish. If you use our 
parish Gift Aid envelopes, please write your envelope number on your envelope and we can claim the Gift 
Aid for your donation. Thank you. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon 
them. May they rest in peace. Amen. 



 
Today we celebrate the third Synod Sunday in the Archdiocese. Originally this was to be the weekend of 

our Synod 2020 event but the COVID-19 pandemic means this will now take place in June 2021.  Today the 
summary proposals on our four Synod Themes will be published, which you will find on the Synod Website. 
Over the coming weeks our local Synod Members will be inviting your responses to these proposals as we 

continue to discern the Church, God is calling us to be. Please visit the website, read the summary 
proposals, and prayerfully reflect on them. www.synod2020.co.uk . Please see below a message for today 

from Archbishop Malcolm. 
 

Pastoral Message for Synod Sunday 2020 
I am writing this to you today because this was to have been the weekend of our Synod 2020 gatherings. 
The situation we are living in at the moment has, as you know, meant that we felt it was right to move this 
weekend until June next year. The work of the Synod has not stopped – God is still asking us to reflect on 
becoming the kind of Church he is calling us to be and in many ways we have been invited to do this with a 
new urgency at this time. Our Synod journey brings together the “imperatives” of co-responsibility, 
collaboration and genuine listening between Church leaders and the lay faithful. Synodality is an essential 
aspect of Church life today. Pope Francis is firm on Synodality as the way forward. I am reminded of 
something that Pope Benedict said in 2012: 
“Lay people should not be regarded as ‘collaborators’ of the clergy, but, rather, as people who are really 
‘co-responsible’ for the Church’s being and acting ... It is therefore important that a mature and committed 
laity be consolidated, which can make its own specific contribution to the ecclesial mission with respect for 
the ministries and tasks that each one has in the life of the Church.” 
This is very much your role in the next part of our Synod journey. Over 3,500 proposals were submitted – 
thank you. The Synod Working Party (and others) have worked with all these proposals and have faithfully 
kept all the proposals and ideas that you have highlighted. They have produced a summary which we are 
making available to you this weekend. (You can find them at synod2020.co.uk/proposals). 
I need each of you to play your part in discerning the next steps forward. At the beginning of December 
each Synod Member will have to indicate which of the ideas and issues that they are most drawn to. They 
will need your input to do this faithfully. This will then enable us to present to you, in March, the Synod 
Proposals to be voted on in June. After June we will work on drawing up a Pastoral Plan in the light of the 
Synod Proposals which will be promulgated at the start of Advent 2021. The next months are an exciting 
opportunity for us all to listen again to the voice of the Spirit of God guiding and directing us. Please play 
your part. We will not be able to complete this task faithfully without you. 
Most Rev Malcolm McMahon OP 
Synod President 
 

Our Synod Prayer  
Father, we thank you for the love you have shown us in the gift of Jesus, your Son. 

We thank you for the gift of the Church, 
through which you show us that you are always with us and are always at work in our lives. 

As we journey together to Synod 2020  
help us to become the Church that you are calling us to be. 

May your Holy Spirit be powerfully at work among us. 
Strengthen each of us and guide Francis, our Pope and Malcolm, our Archbishop. 

Help us to respond to the challenges of our times in new ways 
to bring your love to all our sisters and brothers. 

We make this prayer through Jesus Christ Our Lord. AMEN 
 



Sunday 18th October 2020              Readings at Mass  
 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah  
Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to 
Cyrus, whom he has taken by his right 
hand to subdue nations before him and 
strip the loins of kings, to force gateways 
before him that their gates be closed no 
more: ‘It is for the sake of my servant 
Jacob, of Israel my chosen one, that I have 
called you by your name, conferring a title 
though you do not know me. I am the 
Lord, unrivalled; there is no other God 
besides me. Though you do not know me, I 
arm you that men may know from the 
rising to the setting of the sun that, apart 
from me, all is nothing.’ 
The word of the Lord 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
R/ Give the Lord glory and power. 
O sing a new song to the Lord, 
sing to the Lord all the earth. 
Tell among the nations his glory 
and his wonders among all the peoples. R/ 
The Lord is great and worthy of praise, 
to be feared above all gods; 
the gods of the heathens are naught. 
It was the Lord who made the heavens. R/ 
Give the Lord, you families of peoples, 
give the Lord glory and power; 
give the Lord the glory of his name. 
Bring an offering and enter his courts. R/ 
Worship the Lord in his temple. 
O earth, tremble before him. 
Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is king.’ 
He will judge the peoples in fairness. R/ 
 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Thessalonians  
From Paul, Silvanus and Timothy, to the 
Church in Thessalonika which is in God the  
 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ; wishing 
you grace and peace from God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We always mention you in our prayers and 
thank God for you all, and constantly 
remember before God our Father how you 
have shown your faith in action, worked for 
love and persevered through hope, in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
We know, brothers, that God loves you and 
that you have been chosen, because when 
we brought the Good News to you, it came 
to you not only as words, but as power and 
as the Holy Spirit and as utter conviction. 
The word of the Lord 

 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! Your word is truth, O 
Lord: consecrate us in the truth. Alleluia! 
 
Gospel: Matthew 22:15-21 
The Pharisees went away to work out 
between them how to trap Jesus in what he 
said. And they sent their disciples to him, 
together with the Herodians, to say, 
‘Master, we know that you are an honest 
man and teach the way of God in an honest 
way, and that you are not afraid of anyone, 
because a man’s rank means nothing to 
you. Tell us your opinion, then. Is it 
permissible to pay taxes to Caesar or not?’ 
But Jesus was aware of their malice and 
replied, ‘You hypocrites! Why do you set 
this trap for me? Let me see the money you 
pay the tax with.’ They handed him a 
denarius, and he said, ‘Whose head is this? 
Whose name?’ ‘Caesar’s’ they replied. He 
then said to them, ‘Very well, give back to 
Caesar what belongs to Caesar – and to 
God what belongs to God.’ 
 
 
 


