
Parishes of St Bede, Clayton Green and St Chad, South Hill 
Parish News

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  15th August 2021 
Parish Priest: Fr. Mark Beattie 

For all enquiries, please telephone the Parish Office on 01772 335209 
The office is closed this week.  

Or telephone Fr Mark on 01257 460154 
Parish Websites www.stbedesclaytongreen.co.uk    and    www.stchads-southhill.org 

Facebook page Look for “Parishes of St Chad and St Bede” 
E-mail: stbedesclaytongreen@rcaol.org.uk   or    stchad.chorley@rcaol.org.uk 

 
Masses this week. 

                                                                Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Saturday 14th August   6pm  St. Bede’s                        Pat Johnson 
Sunday 15th August   9.15am           St. Chad’s                        Parishioners 
                                                11am           St. Bede’s                        Parishioners 
Monday 16th August   9.15am            St. Chad’s                        Sidney Fletcher (RIP) 
Tuesday 17th August   9.15am            St Bede’s                         Kathryn Kerr (RIP) 
Wednesday 18th August               No Mass 
Thursday 19th August           9.15am            St. Chad’s                       Pat Starkey (RIP) 
Friday 20th August   9.15am            St. Bede’s                       Dominic King  
Saturday 21st August              6pm                 St. Bede’s                        Paddy Magee         

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sunday 22nd August      9.15am       St. Chad’s          Edward & Martha Grundy, Deceased of Kershaw family 
                                              11am                St. Bede’s                       Thanksgiving  
                                             Please pray for our sick and housebound parishioners: 
Syd Newton, George Morris, Peter Deacon, Amy Greenhalgh, Vincent Cahill, Margaret Gray, Thomas Hesse, 
Ray Briant, Eileen Farnworth, Pat Johnson, Robert Rainford, Brenda Wrightson, Maria Reynolds, Eileen 
Ainscough, Tony Miller, Tony Morris, Marie Barnish, Helen Witte, Gabrielle Myerscough, Connie Foy, 
Katherine Yates, Marie Rose Sanderson, Mark Smith, Clare Yarwood, Marie Coleman, Lawrence Phillips, 
Anna Howard and the residents of Highcliffe, Greenways, Brookside, Meadow Bank Nursing Homes and 
Brookhaven. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: At present due to Covid-19 restrictions we are not permitted to celebrate this 
sacrament in the confessional. If anyone would like to make their confession, please telephone Fr Mark on 
01257 460154 and we can arrange to meet outside one of our churches. 
 
Mass Intentions: Mass intentions are very welcome in both St Bede’s and St Chad’s parishes. If you would 
like Mass to be offered please use one of the envelopes at the back of church and hand it in to Fr Mark or 
through the door of either presbytery with your donation. Masses may be offered for anyone, living or 
dead, or for a prayer close to your heart e.g., vocations, the sick, our schools etc. Over the years requests 
for Mass to be offered have been an important source of income for our parishes. 
We all want everyone to feel safe in our churches and to prevent the spread of the Covid-19 virus. Please 
continue to be careful in church, maintaining a safe distance from other people when moving around the 
building and not ‘leaning in’ to talk quietly to someone. Hand sanitising remains necessary as people 
arrive. Face coverings remain mandatory for all those coming to a church service. (Exemptions for medical 
reasons excluded.) 
We now distribute Holy Communion at the usual time in Mass, rather than as people leave church. We are 
all going to need to be patient with each other, stepping back to allow someone to pass at a safe distance, 
when necessary, until we get used to a new system. Thank you for your patience. 
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Confirmation 2021. Archbishop Malcolm will be coming to Chorley in November to celebrate the 
sacrament of Confirmation for our Deanery. Any young people in Year 8 and above are asked to get in 
touch with their parish or their High School Chaplain if they want to be confirmed this year.  
Any adults who missed getting confirmed when they were younger are invited to get in touch with Fr 
Mark if they would like to know more about celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation this year. It would 
be great to hear from you.  
 

You are invited!  
Bring your family and celebrate with the whole Chorley Pastoral Area.  

Big Sunday Festival.  
12th September 1-5pm 

St Gregory’s Gardens, Weldbank, Chorley. Free Entry. Save the date! 
Our two parishes will be running a couple of stalls at this event. We hope to be selling home-
made cakes. If you are a baker and are willing to bake something for our stall please get in 

touch.
 

Synod 2020 Update 
After all the Synod votes were counted and considered the next step was a meeting with the Archbishop, 
his council and the Pastoral Plan Group. This took place at the Pastoral Centre of the Leeds Diocese for 5 
days from July 12th. During this week the votes on the 19 Recommendations took centre stage. These votes, 
the Synod Themes and the 27,000 contributions of the listening stage were allowed to direct and speak to 
the development of ideas for the pastoral plan. Alongside this the prayer and liturgy of each day inspired 
our thoughts and plans. At the centre of this was Christ himself whose light was shed on our Synod and on 
the realities of the world in which we are called to minister and live. It was a hard week but one full of life 
and energy. By the Thursday a way forward was beginning to emerge. It is challenging but also life giving 
and most of all faithful to Christ experienced through the discernment that has been our pattern of working 
throughout the whole synod journey. The ideas, and there were many of them, have surfaced. The next 
stage is for a writing group to gather (for a week) and to try to present what has emerged in a way that we 
can put it into place and make a difference. The Archbishop and his council will review the Plan; the Pastoral 
Plan Group will meet again for 3 days in September and then we will work out how to rollout the Plan 
towards it being shared at the end of November. We will keep updating you as steps emerge.     Archbishop 
Malcolm,  Fr Philip and Fr Matthew 

 
Our help is needed. 

Donations of non-perishable food and toiletries are needed to support local charities. Please leave any 
donations you are able to make at the back of church. Anything received at St Bede’s will go to the 
Brownedge Food Bank and anything received at St Chad’s will go to Chorley Help the Homeless at The 
Gateway, Friday Street. The Brownedge Food Bank are particularly looking for breakfast cereals, tinned 
vegetables and tinned meat. Chorley Help the Homeless have requested donations of tinned soup, Cup of 
Soup, Pot Noodles, Long life milk, tinned fruit, tinned rice pudding, baked beans, sugar, shampoo. Chorley 
Help the Homeless are also looking for donations of household goods – anything that someone might 
need to set up a new home. Please ring their office on 01257 273320 and they will tell you how you can 
make your donation.  
 

Liturgy of the Word for Children: Resources for this week. 
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, available from cafod.org.uk/families. Draw what you think 
the world look like if it was more like Mary’s song of praise, the Magnificat, when Mary is filled with joy 
because she realises that God’s love can turn the world upside down.  
http://cafod.org.uk/content/download/56717/777993/version/1/file/Prayer_family_assumption-
magnificat.pdf  
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Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary     Sunday 15th August. 
 
First reading: Apocalypse 11:19,12:1-6,10                                                        
The sanctuary of God in heaven opened and the ark of the covenant could be seen inside it. Now a great 
sign appeared in heaven: a woman, adorned with the sun, standing on the moon, and with the twelve stars 
on her head for a crown. She was pregnant, and in labour, crying aloud in the pangs of childbirth. Then a 
second sign appeared in the sky, a huge red dragon which had seven heads and ten horns, and each of the 
seven heads crowned with a coronet. Its tail dragged a third of the stars from the sky and dropped them to 
the earth, and the dragon stopped in front of the woman as she was having the child, so that he could eat it 
as soon as it was born from its mother. The woman brought a male child into the world, the son who was 
to rule all the nations with an iron sceptre, and the child was taken straight up to God and to his throne, 
while the woman escaped into the desert, where God had made a place of safety ready. Then I heard a 
voice shout from heaven, ‘Victory and power and empire for ever have been won by our God, and all 
authority for his Christ.’                      
 
Psalm 44(45):10-12,16                                        
R/ On your right stands the queen, in garments of gold.                                              
The daughters of kings are among your loved ones.  
On your right stands the queen in gold of Ophir.  
Listen, O daughter, give ear to my words:  
forget your own people and your father’s house. R/.                                               
So will the king desire your beauty:  
He is your lord, pay homage to him.  
They are escorted amid gladness and joy;  
they pass within the palace of the king. R/     
 
Second reading: 1 Corinthians 15:20-26    
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of all who have fallen asleep. Death came through one 
man and in the same way the resurrection of the dead has come through one man. Just as all men die in 
Adam, so all men will be brought to life in Christ; but all of them in their proper order: Christ as the first-
fruits and then, after the coming of Christ, those who belong to him. After that will come the end, when he 
hands over the kingdom to God the Father, having done away with every sovereignty, authority and power. 
For he must be king until he has put all his enemies under his feet and the last of the enemies to be 
destroyed is death, for everything is to be put under his feet.  
 
Gospel Acclamation     
Alleluia, alleluia! Mary has been taken up to heaven; all the choirs of angels are rejoicing. Alleluia!  
 
Gospel: Luke 1:39-56                                      
Mary set out and went as quickly as she   could to a town in the hill country of Judah. She went into 
Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in 
her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said, ‘Of all women you are 
the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should I be honoured with a visit from the 
mother of my Lord? For the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy. 
Yes, blessed is she who believed that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’ And Mary said: 
‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord and my spirit exults in God my saviour; because he has looked 
upon his lowly handmaid. Yes, from this day forward all generations will call me blessed, for the Almighty 
has done great things for me. Holy is his name, and his mercy reaches from age to age for those who fear 
him. He has shown the power of his arm, he has routed the proud of heart. He has pulled down princes 
from their thrones and exalted the lowly. The hungry he has filled with good things, the rich sent empty 
away. He has come to the help of Israel his servant, mindful of his mercy – according to the promise he 
made to our ancestors – of his mercy to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ Mary stayed with 
Elizabeth about three months and then went back home. 


